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CRUCIAL TESTS FOR LABOR 


HE Wagner Labor Disputes Act was at first 

hailed by the American Federation of Labor 

as Labor’s Magna Carta. Later a recognition of 

its limited scope was shown in President Green’s 

warning to labor unions to exercise care in filing 

only such complaints as clearly affected enterprises 
in interstate commerce. 

Skeptics had predicted of the Act that the 
courts would rule it applied only to those enter- 
prises in which labor itself crossed state bounda- 
ries. An example of such an enterprise is the 
Greyhound Lines, Inc., which was cited for unfair 
labor practises to its men who actually crossed 
state boundaries. 

But, as we go to press, even this application is 
in doubt. In Kansas, Federal District Court 
Judge Otis, in granting an injunction to the Ma- 
jestic Flour Mills Company against the National 
Labor Relations Board, before the latter could 
hold a hearing on charges of unfair labor prac- 
tises, ruled that Congress has no power to “regu- 
late that which merely ‘affects’ commerce. There 
ig no way in which any of the specified unfair 
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labor practises in any business whether mill or 
mine or factory or store, conceivably can directly 
affect commerce.” It is true of course that in 
the famous Bedford Cut Stone case (1927) the 
Supreme Court ruled that union men in one state 
who refused to set stone cut by non-unionists in 
another were interfering with interstate com- 
merce. But the rule does not seem to work the 
other way round. Unless Judge Otis’ decision is 
reversed, labor conditions can never be said to 
affect interstate commerce, and federal labor leg- 
islation is rendered completely unconstitutional. 
The Guffey coal bill is now before the Supreme 
Court. The test on this and the Wagner Labor 
Disputes Act is crucial to labor. Unfavorable de- 
cisions may result in a more vigorous labor cam- 
paign for the enactment of the proposal endorsed 
by the A. F. of L. convention—an amendment 
which will limit the power of the courts (which 
many experts claim is a usurped power) to nullify 
social legislation passed by the elected representa- 
tives of the people. Without such an amendment, 
the Social Sceurity: Act, co, stands in danger.and 
Congressional action in behalf of farm, labor and 
publicly owned vtilities is rendered a‘ farce. 
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A MILLION STUDENTS 


ACCORDING to latest reports the enr¢ !Iment 
of college students in 1935 increased 5.6 per- 

cent over 1934. After deducting the large number 
of non-resident, home-study, and correspon ience 

pupils affliated with American colleges, acminis- 
trators are in a position to boast of no Jess than 
705,989 full-time and 365,331 part-time students 

—a grand total of 1,071,320. This augmenta- 
tion of numbers does not imply an improvement 
in economic conditions, For the increase has oc- 

curred chiefly in institutions under public control 

where tuition fees are either very low or virtually 

non-existant. Besides, though since 1933 there 

has been an increase of 12.8 percent in full-time 

students, no less than 12 percent have been en- 

abled to attend only because of federal aid. But 

an analysis of the distribution of the enrollment 

implicates a few cheering reflections. Despite the 

fact that the Colleges of Liberal Arts figures have 

been artificially stimulated by compelling attend- 

ance of prospective candidates for law, medicine, 
dentistry, and pharmacy, the actual increase in the 
college proper only totals 4.6 percent. The net 
gains are to be found in engineering and business 
(12.1 percent and 12.2 percent respectively) and 

particularly in agriculture (30.3 percent). Which 
suggests that parents and pupils believe that busi- 
ness will shortly pick up and that both the gov- 
ernment and private industry will soon enter into 
more extensive housing, road-building, transpor- 
tation and power projects. The landslide to agri- 

culture—as well as the comparatively heavy enroll- 
ment in West South Central college groups—per- 

haps implies that American youth is discovering 

that it must return to the land in order to assure 

itself a safer livelihood. Unfortunately no sta- 

tistics are available on the shift in interest dis- 

played by the American student towards the choice 

of college electives. The head of the Carnegie 

Foundation reports ‘‘an increased attention in the 

college to music, dramatics and to pictorial arts.” 

But even to the casual onlooker American students 

appear not only more interested in the arts but 

also more socially-minded. Their attitude towards 

life is less docile and more critical. In some 

ways they are more progressive than their teach- 
ers or administrators. The published statistics 

open up a panorama of over a million college 

students, many of whom are becoming more alert 

to the problems of American and world environ- 

ment and a considerable number of whom are 

drifting to agriculture. Is it too optimistic to 

hope that this enormous student body will play 

an important role in reorganizing American life 

in a more wholesome manner? No figures have 

“beech cémpilett ion the-incredse* of ; ewish students 
in apticaléire ahd! ‘engineering. «Yet if one may 
judge, om appearances, trends. toward new voca- 
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tions are affecting Jewish life. Is it too much to 
expect that the Jewish student, enrolled either in 
engineering, agriculture or the arts, will take an 
interest in the fate of the Jewish masses and will 
offer his contribution to the new life in America 
and in Palestine? 


OPEN THE GATES 


THe Juedische Rundschau, speaking on behalf 

of organized German Jewry, last month, pub- 
lished an appeal addressed to all the peoples of 
the world. It courageously proclaims that “the 
spirit of German Jewry is not broken”. It in- 
forms the world that though confined within a 
Nazi cage where they are condemned to run blind- 
ly in circles till they die, the German Jewish pop- 
ulation both young and old are determined to sur- 
vive humiliation, torture, and economic starvation. 
Realizing that their salvation depends on mass 
exodus, they bravely face the issue. Aware that 
thus far the League of Nations’ emigration relief 
organization under James G. McDonald, High 
Commissioner for German Refugees, has proven a 
debacle, they know that it would be foolhardy to 
pin too many hopes on Geneva. They courage- 
ously conclude that ‘‘the solution of the problem 
lies with the Jews themselves.” Jews must create 
“an organ for the execution of migration . . . as 
well as an organ which would provide for the li- 
quidation, transfer of capital and property, and 
all related problems.” With the aid of such in- 
strumentalities, German Jewry expects to cope 
with its overwhelming difficulties. But it is help- 
less unless the world opens its gates to Jewish 
emigres. Encouraged by the prospect of a pos- 
sible emigration of 200,000 to Palestine, they urge 
that room must also be found for German Jewish 
settlers in other countries. They plead against 
the closing of any avenue of escape. 

This appeal for opening the gates, issuing from 
the heart of German Jewry, will not, it is hoped, 
remain unanswered. In the face of the daily 
misery increasing in Germany, the United States 
government ought to be urged to let down its 
bars and to permit the annual absorption of at 
least several thousands of German Jews. The 
easing of regulations pertaining to Jewish immi- 
gration from Germany can be done without in any 
way imperiling economic conditions in America. 
Various governments in South America have al- 
ready expressed their willingness to admit German 
Jews. Their terms of admission might easily be 
lightened. Other countries should join in open- 
ing their doors to the refugees crying for a chance 
to live. Even Palestine, owing to the British Gov- 
ernment’s refusal to grant certificates to those 
above the age of thirty-five, does not extend the 
maximum help it can physically offer. The Ger- 
man Jewish emigrant of all ages is willing to work 
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and v1!l beco ne a productive element in any coun- 
try he enters. If the civilized world’s conscience 
has really been touched by the horrors relentlessly 
perpetrated on German Jewry, it should no longer 
remain passive. Of what avail are lip-service of 
sympathy, or even proclamations of boycott, if 
governmental powers refuse to do anything tan- 
gible in the way of offering places of refuge? Pal- 
estine is doing much and can do more through the 
united will of the Jewish people. It may save a 
third or even more of the German Jewish popula- 
tion. But the rest of the world should also offer 
its share of relief. The gates of the world must 
be opened. And world Jewry should set about 
raising the funds for mass colonization to Pales- 
tine and substantially aid settlement in other 
countries, German Jewry should not be aban- 
doned to the process of slow starvation and ex- 
tinction. 


THE TRANSFER AGREEMENT 
A GREAT hullabaloo has arisen again in regard 


to the Transfer Agreement with Germany. 
The Transfer Agreement, as everybody knows, is 
an arrangement providing for the removal of 
Jewish capital from Germany to Palestine in the 
form of German goods. A German refugee may 
not flee with his capital. His money must remain 
in the hands of the Nazis, but thanks to the 
Transfer Bureau, he may import the equivalent 
of his capital in the form of German merchandise 
into Palestine. Periodically, some ultra-sensitive 
soul arises to voice his grief and outrage at this 
arrangement. Sometimes it is Colonel Kish of the 
Revisionists; sometimes it is a Communist lover 
of mankind; just now it happens to be Mr. Vladeck 
of the Jewish Daily Forward. All of these gen- 
tlemen protest against the ‘‘violation of the Boy- 
cott”. The Zionist leadership, it seems, through 
dark and craven dealings with the enemy, has 
broken the united front against Nazidom. One 
cannot help admiring the pure, uncompromising 
spirit which glows in this rage. It is a noble spec- 
tacle, impressive in itself. One also cannot help 
being overawed by the fine, absolute fervor with 
which these individuals are prepared to complete 
the destruction of German Jewry in the name of 
the Boycott. Now, obviously, the overwhelming 
majority of the Zionist and Jewish world which 
favors the Transfer is not composed of traitors 
and cowards. One cannot dismiss the Jewish 
Agency, and the Zionist Executive and the Pal- 
estinian Labor movement as an aggregate too 
coarse-grained to be touched by the honor of Jew- 
ry or the needs of the Boycott. But the Boycott 
has a purpose. It is not merely a fine phrase flung 
in the teeth of Hitler. The purpose of the Boy- 
cott is to challenge Nazidom and to aid its victims. 
We may of course, in a spirit of sanctimonious 
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righteousness, announce that we cannot traffick 
with Germany no matter what the circumstance. 
We may demand that the German emigrant to 
Palestine make a clean gift of his possessions 
to the Nazi government; that he must arrive in 
Palestine penniless, and become a public charge. 
Stated in its simplest terms, we might champion 
a policy which would aid Germany, injure Pales- 
tine, and render the individual German Jew des- 
titute. Such a reductio ad absurdum is like 
flooding a burning house with so much water that 
you drown the residents. 

Assuming that the Transfer Bureau were to cease 
functioning, it would be nevertheless impossible to 
stop the influx of German merchandise into Pales- 
tine. German Jews would find some way of bring- 
ing in a small part of their capital in the form of 
goods, if only to secure money for passage. We 
would then have to devise a system of penalties for 
these unfortunates or else be faced by an unregu- 
lated flow of merchandise. The Transfer Bureau 
guards against such a state of anarchy through 
an organized system which prevents competition 
among individuals seeking to exchange their re- 
sources for the same type of merchandise. Fur- 
thermore, the Transfer Bureau protects domestic 
industries by avoiding the importation of products 
manufactured in Palestine. Possibly some details 
of the actual working out of the agreement may 
be open to criticism. There may be abuses or over- 
sights; but the fundamental principle is valid. 
We are not breaking the Boycott, by refusing 
further to break German Jewry. Those who 
would destroy the only means of escape left the 
German Jew, break the Boycott in essence, if not 
in form. The Boycott movement must not be 
transformed into an opportunity for various indi- 
viduals to demonstrate their 100% devotion to 
principle. It is a practical measure of defense 
and offense, and must be used as such. 


ACCORDING TO ST. ZIFF 


M®& ZIFF, leader of the Zionist Revisionists, 

has been enlightening the readers of the 
Herald-Tribune on the question of Zionism. The 
tone of his articles is informative rather than con- 
tentious. In fact, the average American reader, 
ignorant of what goes on behind the scenes, can- 
not but be impressed by the apparent eagerness 
of Mr. Ziff to give a straightforward account of 
the history of Zionism and its various factions. 
With a beguiling air of judicial impartiality, Mr. 
Ziff has been creating a little chronicle all his own. 
In this case, he composes scripture to his purpose. 
With an evangelical simplicity, Mr. Ziff relates 
the origin of the Poale-Zion, the Socialist-Zion- 
ists. This is how it happened, according to the 
gospel of St. Ziff. ‘Now the so-called Bund, a 
strong socialistic group in Russia, finding them- 
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selves unwanted and disliked by the Christian So- 
cialists, suddenly decided to alter their ideals in 
part and join the Zionist movement which they 
had formerly fought bitterly, as a labor party in 
the movement. . . . This group finally came to 
be called the Poale-Zion.” Here is quite a gem 
of the historiographer’s art. Is it possible that 
Mr. Ziff really does not know that a bitter con- 
troversy lasting for years raged between the 
Bund and the Socialist-Zionists; that the rift be- 
tween the groups was so deep that it can only be 
compared to the present clash of ideas between 
the Zionists and the Communists? But Mr. Ziff 
has poured oil on troubled waters. One stroke 
of his pen, and the Bundists have been trans- 
formed into their arch-opponents — the Poale- 
Zion. There are a number of other things that 
Mr. Ziff apparently does not know. When he 
states that all the good Herzlians held tenaciously 
for Palestine at the time when Uganda was pro- 
posed, it seems to have escaped his memory that 
Herz] himself advocated Uganda. So in view of 
what Mr. Ziff does not know, we need not 
take too seriously his diagnosis of Labor Zionism 
as a movement interested in experiments for “‘so- 
cial justice” rather than the creation of a Jewish 
Homeland. It is unfortunate, however, that the 
readers of the Herald-Tribune must gather their 
knowledge of modern Zionism from the accurate 
and objective reportage of a Revisionist spokes- 
man. 


THE COMMUNIST PROCLAMATION 


‘67 (HERE never was a time when I borrowed a 

pot from you, and when the pot was bor- 
rowed, it was already broken, and after all you 
know that the pot was not damaged, when I return- 
ed it.” This line of argumentation, originally as- 
cribed by Heinrich Heine to a Duesseldorf woman 
and later on applied with much skill in one of 
Sholem-Aleichem’s stories, has been recently em- 
ployed by our Communist friends in America. 
When the Jewish press some weeks ago brought 
the shocking news of the “pogrom-proclamation”’ 
issued to the Arabs of the Communist Party of 
Palestine (See Marie Syrkin’s article on “Zionism 
in Soviet Russia” in the December issue of 
Jewish Frontier) the Communist Morgen-Frei- 
heit first pleaded innocence and accused the Jew- 
ish newspapers of deliberately publicizing a forged 
document; then it stated that in fact a proclama- 
tion to the Arabs had been issued in Palestine, but 
of an entirely different nature; and finally it re- 
ferred us to a telegram from the Communist head- 
quarters in Palestine stating that the “document 
included an error in principle,” and that the 
“error has been acknowledged and rectified by an- 
other document.” ‘Thus the Morgen-Freiheit 
was forced to admit that the incriminated procla- 
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mation was not another “‘Zinovieff letter” and that 
the contents of the proclamation was neither in- 
nocent nor in harmony with the Communist gospel. 

The local Communist press did not inform us 
as to the manner in which the error was acknowl- 
edged in Palestine, and what has been done on 
the spot to right the wrong and to convey to the 
Arab masses a different conception of the desirable 
political course to be taken by them. A refuta- 
tion publicized in the United States is unable to 
“rectify” anything in Nablus or in Tul-Karm. 

In this connection may we ask the ordained 
Communist priesthood in America, how the Bol- 
shevik Canonic Law regards an “error of prin- 
ciple” on the part of an authorized leader or a 
group of leaders, when disciplinary measures have 
to be determined? Is an “error of principle” just 
a mistaken judgment and the “discipline” to be 
meted out accordingly merely educational, or are 
some “errors of principle” to be interpreted as 
counter-revolutionary deviations? Is a pogrom- 
proclamation an “intellectual” error, or a crime? 
Were the leaders of the Palestine Communists 
punished for spreading race hatred in Palestine? 
When? By whom? What was the punishment? 


A CONSTRUCTIVE FUND 


AS WE go to press, the Jewish Socialist Party, 

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America, is holding 
its thirtieth anniversary convention in Detroit. In 
connection with that event it will proclaim a $30,- 
000 Jubilee Fund. The objectives of this fund 
are multifarious. With its aid the Poale Zion 
hope to expand political, economic and cultural ac- 
tivities in America. They also propose to offer 
aid to the victims of dictatorship in Germany, 
Latvia and Russia, and to support political bu- 
reaus in London and Paris. In these days when 
the American Jewish masses are threatened by the 
menace of fascism, when tens of thousands of Jew- 
ish workers are without jobs, when distracted Jew- 
ish youth can find no guidance for its future, and 
when the economic and cultural life of American 
Jewry is shaken to its very foundations, the ap- 
peal of a party which offers a program of con- 
structive work should meet with response. Their 
thirty years’ record of Jewish Socialist activities 
(presented elsewhere in this issue) entitles the 
American Poale Zion to receive both encourage 
ment and aid from all progressive American Jews. 
For the growth of Socialist-Zionism in America 
constitutes a net gain for.America and for Amer- 
ican Jewry. First, in the specifically American 
aspects, Poale Zionism means a strengthening of 
the position of American Socialism; a sounder 
Jewish labor movement; a finer type of Jewish 
youth; a more democratic organization of Jewish 
life; a guarantee that American Jewish problems 
will be more seriously tackled. Secondly, for its 
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international implications, Socialist-Zionism por- 
tends a closer integration between the new social 
order in Palestine and the Jewish life evolving in 
America; a greater assurance that Jewish Pales- 
tine will develop along Socialist lines; a furthering 
of the world unity between the Jewish working 
class of the diaspora and the working class in 
Palestine; and a wholesome solidarity between 
the Jewish masses and the reorganized peoples of 
the entire world. Those who sympathize with 
such objectives should help to raise the Poale 
Zion Jubilee Fund. We extend to the Poale Zion 
Jubilee convention our congratulations and hope 
that its expanding Socialist-Zionist activities will 
function as an increasingly fructifying factor in 
American Jewsh life. 


LABOR IN TEL AVIV 
(00D news comes from Tel Aviv, where the 


Jewish workers scored a great victory in the 
recently held municipal elections. The Labor ticket 
has attracted more electors than any other polliti- 
cal group; it lacked only a negligible number of 
votes to obtain a majority. 

There has been so much talk in the past three 
years of prosperity and ‘“‘boom’”’ about profiteers, 
speculators and usurers infesting the all Jewish 
city, that it is a genuine pleasure not only for La- 
borites, but for every good Zionist to see the 
honor of Tel Aviv vindicated. Where a majority 
or nearly a majority of the population votes for 
Labor, there is no need to gather statistical data 
about the social and economic structure of the 
city. Tel Aviv is regaining its well-deserved rep- 
utation as the Jewish city of vigor, youth and 
labor. The few speculators are only a rash on an 
otherwise sound body, which will soon be clean of 
the infection. 


HENRIETTA SZOLD 
ARLYLE has written of the noblest of man’s 


“symbols, divine or divine-seeming; under 
which he marches and fights, with victorious assur- 
ance, in this life-battle: what we can call his Real- 
ized Ideals.” There are few people of our time 
whose life may be described as the triumph of 
“Realized Ideals” more aptly than that of Hen- 
rietta. Szold, whose 75th birthday American 
Jewry is now celebrating. Every one is familiar 
with the list of her achievements; her scholarly 
labors; her creation of Hadassah; her great posi- 
tion in world-Zionism; her present heroic work 
of settling German-Jewish children in Palestine. 
In her life there has been no divorce between vi- 
sion and work. She has not only pointed the way; 
she has been the first to tread it. She is a leader 
for whom no trivial task has been too mean, an 
idealist with the strength and selflessness to bring 
the idea to fruition. The customary laudations 
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are in her case so true that one regrets that the 
adjectives have lost their savor and freshness 
through frequent use and misuse. For Miss Szold 
words carry their primal meaning, One may 
stress her philanthropy, remembering that philan- 
thropy is love of mankind, her magnamimity, re- 
membering that it is greatness of spirit, her devo- 
tion remembering that it is both prayer and loy- 
alty. And now, in her seventy-fifth year Miss 
Szold shows how beautiful and creative age may 
be. She has put us in her debt. We thank her 
for what she has done, and what she will do. 


JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG'S 
APPOINTMENT 


HE editorial board of Jewish Frontier ex- 
presses its pleasure over the appointment of 
its colleague, Joseph Schlossberg, to the Board 
of Higher Education of the City of New York. 
A man of high character and a qualified leader 
of the labor movement in America, he will un- 
doubtedly render fruitful services to the cause of 
academic freedom in our institutions of higher 
learning. In the course of the last few years too 
many students were expelled from New York col- 
leges because of their political views or alleged 
“radical” activities. With the appointment of 
men of Mr. Schlossberg’s caliber to the controll- 
ing body of New York’s municipal colleges, there 
will be less room for the growing tendencies to- 
ward political “Gleichschaltung” of the students’ 
bodies.. Credit goes to Mayor La Guardia, who 
had the courage to “discredit” himself by the 
appointment of an “unpopular” man to such a 
responsible position. 


ON THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


HE government of Palestine issued a com- 
munique on the 22nd of December proclaim- 
ing the establishment of a Legislative Council. 

A number of years have elapsed since the Brit- 
ish Government, in 1922, made its first and un- 
successful experiment toward reconciliation with 
the Arab aristocracy in Palestine through the es- 
tablishment of a pseudo-parliament. Then the 
vocal section of Arab society refused to accept 
that gift as inadequate. As far as the Jews were 
concerned, neither the Jewish communities in 
Palestine, nor the Zionist leadership was agree- 
ably impressed by this unsolicited offer of a spuri- 
ous self-government. For years the ill-fated pro- 
posal of the Colonial Office was considered dis- 
credited and dead. 

In November, 1932, the High Commissioner 
of Palestine, for reasons which we do not under- 
take to decide at present, explained to the Man- 
dates Commission of the League of Nations the 
intention of his government regarding the forma- 
tion of some legislative body. This intention had 











been repeatedly announced during the recent three 
years. The British representatives at Geneva 
spared no efforts to create a receptive mood to- 
ward the “democratization” of Palestine among 
the members of the Mandates Commission. The 
Jewish Agency, officially informed of the prepara- 
tions being made for constitutional changes, made 
energetic representations in London, as well as in 
Jerusalem, demanding the maintenance of the 
status quo. The Executive of the Agency declared 
that together with the government and the Arabs 
it was prepared at all times to examine carefully 
whatever could be done to secure sincere coopera- 
tion between Jews and Arabs. It states that 
though its Arab policy remained what it had been, 
namely, to develop the country for the common 
advantage of Jews and Arabs, the interests of 
Palestine could not be furthered at present by a 
Legislative Council, since the official spokesman 
of the Arabs had announced unequivocally that if 
they agreed to participate in such a body, it would 
be to oppose the Jewish National Home and to 
annul the effects of the Balfour Declaration. The 
recent Zionist Congress strongly upheld the atti- 
tude taken by the Executive. The Congress adop- 
ted a resolution against “‘any legislative body es- 
tablished on the basis of the present composition 
of Palestine’s population, and therefore relegating 
the Jews to a position of a national minority.” 
The Congress also sounded a warning that in the 
absence of a real mutual understanding between 
Jew and Arabs any institutions of the kind pro- 


posed by the government were likely to imperil 
the continued growth of the Jewish National 
Home and to check the present process of econ- 


omic development, beneficial both to Jews and 
Arabs. 


Jewish representations and protests apparently 
did not impress the Government, and the High 
Commissioner recently declared that the decision 
was final and unchangeable. The Council is sup- 
posed to consist of 14 Arabs, 7 Jews, 5 British 
Officials and 2 trade representatives (to be 
appointed, not elected). In anticipation of con- 
tinued Jewish opposition and even boycott of 
the elections the government displayed enough 
“courage” to state that “if any section of the 
Palestinian population refuses to participate in 
the election of members of the Council, the High 
Commissioner is empowered to nominate British 
Officials or other representatives (?) to sit on 
the Council”. The communique wisely does not 
explain, in what sense “legislation” by appointed 
British officials or by individual Jews and Arabs, 
who are willing to serve as appointees despite the 
opposition of their respective communities 
may be termed “self-government.” The ac- 
cepted meaning of English words and political 
terminology apparently cannot be applied to “‘na- 
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tives’ of British colonies and mandatory cour 
ae 

Neither the Jewish community of Palestine nor 
the Jewish Agency will cease its opposition to the 
latest political blunder of the Colonial office. Dr. 
Weizmann stated the attitude of organized Jewry 
when he pointed out to the High Commissioner 
that “Palestine concerns the Jewish people as a 
whole and not the present Palestinian population 
alone’’, and that “‘the proposed Legislative Coun- 
cil involves a departure from the underlying con- 
ception of the League of Nations Mandate”. The 
Zionist attitude should not be interpreted as the 
beginning of a non-cooperation policy, but the gov- 
ernment will have to reckon with the fact that 
Jewish cooperation is to be extended only in mat- 
ters unrelated to the Council, and that the most 
enterprising as well as most taxed section of the 
country’s population will not be represented on 
the legislative body. Whether this Legislative 
Council is to be viewed as self-government or a 
clumsy parody of the same depends on one’s taste 
and one’s sense of humor. 


ZJONIST Labor has no reason to change its 

policy toward the establishment of a Legis- 
lative Council. The slogan of self-government, 
advocated by British officialdom, does not blind 
Labor to the realities of the situation in Palestine. 
The Jewish worker understands the merits of de- 
mocracy as well as his English guardians, but he 
is mature enough to distinguish between dynamic 
democratic institutions leading to the liberation of 
the masses and quasi-parliaments apt to be utilized 
for the legalization of an “invisible government.” 
Under present circumstances a Legislative Coun- 
cil will either have no substance at all, or it may 
turn into an instrument of political oppression and 
economic exploitation in the hands of an Arab 
oligarchic group. The masses of the Arab popu- 
lation are still politically inarticulate, political life 
is in its infancy; and the existing Arab parties are 
dynasties and family cliques rather than political 
organizations in the western sense of the word. 
The gulf between the Ragheb-Bey-Nashashibi- 
group, the Husseini Club and the spokesmen of 
the Grand Mufti’s “party’’, on the one hand, and 
the Jewish Labor organizations, on the other, is 
unbridgeable. There can be no parliamentary co- 
operation between representatives of collectivized 
agriculture or unionized industrial Labor, and the 
dozen Arab families, representing feudal land 
ownership, which are designated by the govern 
ment to constitute the majority on the Council. 
So long as there is no Arab peasant party and no 
organized political organization of Arab workers, 
there is no room in Palestine for parliamentary 
legislation, and Jewish Labor has no Arab partner 
to cooperate with. Jewish Labor will continue to 
exercise its revolutionizing influence on the Arab 
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worker in every field of economic life. The al- 
ready begun cooperation between the Histadrut 
and the more advanced groups of Arab Jaborers in 
municipal policies will pave the way in the course 
of time for the emergence of a real Palestinian 
democracy on a national scale. So far the govern- 
ment has negotiated concerning the Legislative 
Council only with those Arabs, to whom the most 
important verse of the Koran is that “the Lord 
has ordained to every man in the share of his in- 
heritance.” We have no common language with 
those gentlemen. We will have one with the grad- 
ually awakening Arab masses, 


EXHIBITS ON AMERICAN EDUCATION 


EFORE Mr. Charles Howard Warren died 
on November 29th, he had been a railroad 
executive and Treasurer of the Mutual Life In- 
surance Company. Mr. Warren’s will disclosed 
a bequest estimated at more than $1,000,000 to 
Yale University as a memorial to his son and ‘‘to 
the Anglo-Saxon race, to which the United States 
owes it culture.” The beneficiaries of his will are 
confined to “the sons of white Christian parents 
and of Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian or Teutonic 
descent, both of whom were citizens of the United 
States and were born in America.”” We do not 
for a moment question the right of a business 
man to dispose of his wealth as he sees fit or 
to evolve an American theory of culture in keep- 
ing with his private sensibilities. Perhaps the 
understanding of cultural pluralism in America 
could advance more rapidly on another basis. 
Mr. Warren had a perfect right to believe that 
$1,000,000 disbursed to white Christian Angio- 
Saxon students would secure for our country a 
maximum of usefulness. But Yale University, in 
accepting Mr. Warren’s bequest, must submit to 
Mr. Warren’s thesis that the United States owes 
its culture solely to the “Anglo-Saxon race” and 
that only those can best exemplify American 
ideals whose skin is white, parents Christian and 
descent Teutonic. 
mission to the ideology of Mr. Warren’s testa- 
ment will not induce Yale to erase the Hebrew 
words from its seal, or dismiss a large part of its 
distinguished faculty or exclude from its precincts 
the thousands of students who do not fit into these 
notions of sound American culture. 


D® Frederick Houck Law is a former president 

of the High School Teachers Association of 
New York City and is now the head of the Enolish 
Department at Stuvvesant High School. Calling 
American and English literature “the Bible of our 
race’ Dr. Law told an assembly of the Westcrn 
Carolina Teachers Association that “the growing 
influx of teachers of literature who are of 
foreign birth or of immediate foreign origin 
is a weakness in our schools.” As the New 
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York Sun reports his speech on October 22nd Dr. 
Law is convinced that: ‘The blind may not lead 
the blind . . . The teaching of literature in our 
high schools should be by those who are by birth 
Levites, as it were, born to the faith and the spirit 
of what they teach . . . Certainly our literature 
should not be taught by any persons who believe 
that all our ways of thought and all the principles 
and methods of the American people are wrong. 
. . . Certainly no persons can properly teach the 
works of our great poets, essayists and novelists 
if he teaches with a sneer for the ideals in which 
the great writers believed. . te ta 
believes several things: that under no cir- 
cumstance can foreigners or near-foreigners read 
English letters properly, for instance Theodore 
Dreiser, George Santayana, Lapis Adamic, Waldo 
Frank and incidentally Sir Francis Palgrave (born 
Francis Cohen) ; that our teaching should not be 
done by any persons who believe that some of our 
American ways are faulty, for example Charles A. 
Beard and John Dewey; and that no person can 
properly teach English who thinks Longfellow 
a poor poet and Tennyson’s Idylls of the King 
inadequate inspiration for meeting the storms 
of 1936. 


"THE holy zeal of New York educators for 
“ spreading “American” ideals among our 
youth is daily increasing in fervor. The Principal 





CONTRIBUTORS 


ALFRED KERR, the German literary, art and dramatic 
critic was born in 1867. He is now an exile in Paris. 
A brilliant publicist, he contributed to Nene deutsche 
Rundschau and was editor of Berliner Tagblatt. He has 
just written a volume on Walther Rathenan. 


JOSEPH BLOCH was founder and editor of Sozialistische 
Monathefte. He has influenced several decades of So- 
cialist writing and activity. He lives in Prague. 


JESSIE SAMPTER writes fiction and poetry and contributes 
widely to Zionist journalism. Her home is Givat 
Brenner, Rehoboth, Palestine. 


OTTO BROD is a brother of Max Brod. He has just 
published a new novel The Drunkards. 


RACHEL WISCHNITZER-BERNSTEIN contributes to the 
Zionist Jewish Review of Berlin. 


MORTON DEUTSCH has translated into English the Yid- 
dish verse of Z, Weinper and is at work translating 
a novel by Opotashu. 


R. E. ASHERY has contributed to Doar Hayom and Story 
Magazine. 


A. AARONI has appeared in Hadoar and will publish a 
book of his translations from Hebrew prose and poetry. 


NATHAN GUTTMAN is editor of the forthcoming Social- 
ist Zionist youth magazine, Jewish Action. 
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of Dr. Law’s Stuyvesant High School has taken 
unusual steps calculated to protect his charges 
against the “red” menace. He had two uniformed 
policemen raid a meeting held in the home of a 
student. Apparently the Principal believes that 
the good old Anglo-Saxon tradition, ‘‘Every man’s 
home is his castle”, should not apply to minors. 
In addition, the noble-minded educator has come 
to the amazing conclusion that by encouraging 
students to spy on each other and deliver reports 
of private conversations he would elevate the 
boys’ moral education. Associate Superintendent 
Edward Mandel has decided that only by brand- 
ishing the big stick can children learn to sing 
with pleasure the national hymn and salute the 
flag with requisite enthusiasm. Whence his proc- 
lamation: “If any of our children are not prepared 
to do these two things they should go back to the 
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land from which they came.” Dr, Henry E. Hein, 
principal of James Monroe High School enthusi- 
astically invites the American Legion to join the 
United Parents Association because “we have 
communistic organizations—the Monroe Chapter 
of the Students League and the League for Indus- 
trial Democracy. They pay for the use of the 
building and I am not saying they are wrong. But 
they ought to be smoked out into the open.” 
Moreover, according to this spirited educator, the 
application of reason and persuasion to immature 
“heretics” is beyond the province of a mere 
teacher “‘but that is where the American Legion 
comes in”. Are the use of uniformed policemen 
and khaki boys of the American Legion, the bran- 
dishing of big sticks and the development of a spy 
system to become integral parts of our American 
educational system? 


THE 
DISHONORED 
LORELEI! 
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... and it was a 
Jew who sang of 
me!” 
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Is Zionism Imperialistic ? 


S ZIONISM imperialistic in its essence? Off- 
cial Jewish Communism has long ago pro- 
nounced for the affirmative. Within the past few 
weeks the Communist press of America and Soviet 
Russia has launched a fresh offensive against Zion- 
ism as an imperialistic movement. Should pogroms 
against Jews transpire in Palestine, argues the 
Communist press, the fault would lie with Zionism 
which seeks to build a Jewish state on the ruins of 
the Arab people. When the average intelligent 
non-Jew, whose knowledge of history has taught 
him what penetration of the “civilized white man” 
into colonial countries means, encounters such ac- 
cusations, he finds the reasoning plausible. It is 
easy for him to assume that the Jews are behaving 
towards the Arabs approximately as the European 
did towards the Indians in America, or that they 
have undertaken the same “cultural mission” in 
Palestine which the French executed so brilliantly 
in the Congo, and the Belgians in Algiers. Worst 
of all, there are a number of Jews whose reaction 
to this Communist ratiocination is one of shocked 
outrage at the gross phenomenon of Jewish “‘jingo- 
ism.” 

Of course, a closer analysis of the question 
shows immediately how poorly the analogy be- 
tween the Jews and imperialistic peoples holds. 
There is no Jewish state which is striving to annex 
“Arab” Palestine; no Jewish navy has as yet dis- 
embarked sailors on the shores of Haifa; and 
no Jewish soldiers have shed Arab blood or bom- 
barded Arab cities or villages. Even the unin- 
formed reader cannot help perceiving that Jews 
acquire land for colonization by methods other 
than those employed by the British in Kenya, and 
that all Manhattan Island cost less than a few 
dunam of Arab land. Still another difference 
becomes apparent: European imperialists send 
chiefly plantation-owners, militia, civil employees, 
merchants and traders into their colonies. Jewish 
immigration to Palestine, on the other hand, con- 
sists chiefly of workers. In fact, the principle of 
self-labor is becoming cardinal in Zionism. Ob- 
viously the characteristic ear-marks of imperialist 
policy are not to be seen in Zionism. But the 
doubter is still not reassured. Perhaps Zionism 
represents an individual, special brand of imperial- 
ism, paradoxical in form, but essentially aggres- 
sive, bent on seizing a country and oppressing 
another people? 

This is a question of social ethics which requires 
an answer. If Zionism is merely the expression 
of an egotistic nationalism it deserves neither the 
support nor the tolerance of progressive groups; 
Jews themselves should extirpate it. I am even 
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prepared to go farther. If Zionism is the form 
taken by an aggressive Jewish chauvinism, it is not 
only unjustified morally but doomed to eventual 
defeat. I do not believe that the Jewish people 
will ever have the strength necessary to carry out 
so grandiose a task—unparalleled in history— 
unless it has the consciousness of being in the 
right. Without this consciousness, all objective 
factors would be arrayed against us. Anti-im- 
perialists would oppose us on principle; imperial- 
ists, for the good and sufficient reason that they 
need no further partners in the business of domin- 
ating the world, the number of invited and unin- 
vited share-holders being already uncomfortably 
large. From this viewpoint, the question of ‘“‘Jew- 
ish imperialism” becomes not only a theoretical 
moral one, but a practical one. 

What criterion must then be applied to Zion- 
ism? To what kind of strict, objective analysis 
must it be subjected? I believe that there is no 
better gauge than the principle of the equal rights 
and equal worth of all peoples and races. Each 
people, no matter how great or small its size, is 
not more than a unit, nor less than a unit. Sucha 
standard of value—essentially the basis of democ- 
racy—must be applied to the relations between 
people and people, race and race, as well as to 
individuals. We have already learned to dis- 
tinguish between formal, verbal democracy and 
actual democracy. Even the blind have begun to 
see that the democracy of the present capitalist 
state is a pseudo-democracy. The true democracy 
of our time no longer consists in the bankrupt 
liberalism of today but in the rise of Socialism. 
Socialism gives concrete expression to that concep- 
tion of equal rights originally formulated by 
liberalism. To-day we know that a phrase in the 
constitution does not insure equality; that the 
words remain empty unless they are given social 
and economic content. Though the well-fed or 
over-fed citizen may feel himself to be no more 
than an individual “unit” in the commonwealth, 
the ragged, hungry possessor of equal rights feels 
himself to be considerably less than a unit; he 
feels himself to be zero. Legally we may claim 
that both the banker and the unemployed have the 
same right to spend the winter in Florida, and 
that neither should steal a bottle of milk. When 
we translate this purely legal “equality” into socio- 
logical terms we perceive the melancholy humor 
of the word. 

A principle of equality according to which 
neither England, nor, let us say, the gypsies, may 
seek new territory is similarly hollow. The time 
has come to abandon the formal liberal slogan of 
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“equality” not only in the relations between 
classes, but between peoples. A man who sleeps 
on newspaper on a subway bench is not a citizen 
with equal rights no matter what the constitution 
may guarantee. And a people with not enough 
soil under its feet and sky over its head to enjoy 
its share of the natural riches of the world, is not 
a people with equal rights, no matter what may 
be written in the covenant of the present or a 
hypothetical League of Nations. In domestic 
policies, the bourgeoisie stands for the “status 
quo’’; the oppressed classes display a “greedy” 
desire for the other fellow’s property and goods. 
Similarly, in international affairs, the advocates 
of the “status quo”, of “right and order” are those 
peoples who have more than their share, who have 
even more than they can use. On the other hand 
the peoples who have less than their needs, dis- 
play “‘selfishness” and “lawless desires.” 

The connection between the foregoing and Zion- 
ism becomes apparent when we realize that .no 
matter how unique and specific the Jewish problem 
may be, Zionism is nevertheless a part of a larger, 
universal movement. Whether or not its propo- 
nents are aware of it, Zionism is an aspect of an 
immensely greater international problem; it is a 
part of the struggle of oppressed and disinherited 
peoples for actual equality. Assuming that “new 
deal” is an adequate term for the adjustment of 
class grievances (let us-disregard for the moment 
the association which every thoughtful American 
has developed in connection with this expression) 
then a “‘new deal” is also in order in international 
affairs. There must be a redistribution of re- 
sources and land among peoples and races. We 
cannot ignore the fact that the Chinese people, 
with its four hundred million mouths draws its sus- 
tenance from an area one half the size of Canada 
with its population of ten million. Not all Ameri- 
can readers know that two million Chinese died of 
hunger in the course of one year. Our news- 
papers relegated the information to the back 
pages, because the front headlines were devoted 
to the finer points of a Hollywood divorce. Nor 
can one speak without shame of “equality” of 
the three hundred hungry millions of Indians in 
Asia, when New Guinea alone, according to 
conservative estimates, can sustain an additional 
120 million people adequately. Neither England, 
Holland nor Australia—the three rulers of New 
Guinea—have enough men to exploit this territory. 
East Africa (together with Madagascar) com- 
prises an area of 1,800,00 square miles. It is as 
large as all India and probably has twice as much 
arable land as India. Its entire population is be- 
tween nineteen and twenty millions, approximately 
eleven individuals per square mile. By whom is 
East Africa controlled? By England, which de- 
spite post-war unemployment is unable to colonize 
a single one of her dominions properly; by France, 
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which does not use up its full quota to the United 
States and must frequently import Slavic and 
Italian seasonal workers to save the harvests; by 
Portugal which has long since sent the excess of 
its population to Brazil and other South Americaa 
countries. One can readily see from the foregoing 
in what measure and how needlessly the natural 
resources of East Africa go to waste. 

Let us forget temporarily that when God 
created the world he issued the edict that there 
were to be no “colored races’ on the American 
continent. On the other hand, let us also dis- 
regard for the moment the present brutally chau- 
vinistic policy of Japan. In addition to a militaris- 
tic government, Japan has a people, an indus- 
strious, laborious people, which requires more land 
for existence. That need becomes sharper and 
plainer from day to day. We know that in Iowa, 
for instance, the average farmer’s family utilizes 
35 times more arable land and 23 times more 
cattle than a farmer in Japan; that Texas, with 
its insignificant population, is somewhat larger 
than all Japan. The methods now employed by 
Japan for “expansion” are brutally cynical and 
fraught with danger for Asia and the world as a 
whole, but the fatalistic passivity of China and 
the fabulous patience of India are neither normal 
nor final solutions for their plight. We know, of 
course, that the natural resources of the soil are 
not used to the maximum in both China and India. 
If there were a higher degree of technological de- 
velopment and a better planned economy—con- 
ditions which cannot be introduced as long as the 
present ruinous bourgeoisie is in power—the 
standard of living could be raised somewhat, even 
without territorial expansion. But considering 
that about three-quarters of a billion people are 
involved—almost one-half of the population of 
the world—it becomes impossible to conceive a 
normal standard of living within the cramped con- 
fines into which European imperialism has doomed 
these peoples. The international problems of the 
twentieth century cannot be solved without the mi- 
gration and colonization of millions of people. 
Without such redistribution of population there 
can be no talk of actual equality. The more for- 
tunate peoples have barred the way for the only 
possible solution. They do not themselves utilize 
the territories under their jurisdiction and do not 
permit other peoples to use them—the typical dog- 
in-the-manger attitude. The only excuse they offer 
is that possibly future generations will require the 
room they now hold unoccupied. 

Now to return specifically to Zionism. How 
are, or may, the national interests of the Arabs 
be injured by Zionism? Who is who in the melan- 
choly political struggle between the Jews and the 
Arab leaders? Which of the two groups is-im- 
perialist, and which must struggle against imperial- 
ism in order to get its lawful share? When we 








ER 


ed 
nd 


of 
an 


1g 
al 


~~ | OP VS a CR UCD 


SS the 8 





JANUARY 1936 


speak of Arab national interests, we cannot con- 
fine ourselves to the boundaries of Palestine. 


‘There is no separate Palestinian Arab people with 


a definite Palestinian national consciousness. The 
Arab of Palestine considers himself either a mem- 
ber of a tribe, or a son of the Arab people of 
which only a small part lives in Palestine. It is 
no accident that the Arab national movement, in- 
sofar as it exists, is Pan-Arab. The “Istaklal”’ 
group has no monpoly of Pan-Arab dreams and 
aspirations. Every Arab nationalist sees before 
him the perspective of a great national political 
organism spreading over a large area of Arabic 
speaking countries, When the Communists wish 
to ingratiate themselves with the Arabs and to 
appeal to their emotions, they know that they 
must dwell on England-France-Zionism—the fac- 
tors which obstruct the foundation of a Pan-Arab 
kingdom. 

From this viewpoint the reckoning must be 
made not between the 380,000 Jews and 800,000 
Arabs in Palestine, that is between the aspirations 
of 380,000 individuals Jews and the interests of a 
larger number of individual Arabs, but between 
two units; one unit which calls itself the Jewish 
people, and another which calls itself the Arab 
people. Which of the two is more cultured or 
more advanced is unimportant. Let us consider 
what each of these two possesses. The following 
territories (in the form of various states and 
principalities) may be chalked up to the Arabs; 
the whole Arab peninsula with an area of three 
million square kilometres and a population of not 
more than three to four million; Irak (Mesopo- 
tamia) with an area of 370,000 square kilometres 
and a sparse population of about three million; 
Syria, with a population of at most two and a half 
million on 180,000 square kilometres. Taken all in 
all we have a total population of some ten million 
settled on 3,500,000 square kilometres, approxi- 
mately three individuals per square kilometer. (In 
Europe the density of population is 43 per sq. 
kilometer). Some Arab nationalists include Egypt 
in their dream of a future Arab federation of 
states. Accepting these calculations, the so-called 
united Arabistan of the future would encompass 
4 million sq. kilometres—that is, an area one- 
half the size of the European continent. True, the 
area of a country is not always an accurate gauge 
of its capacity. Labrador, despite its size, is of 
small economic worth. The Arab lands have their 
quota of desert and rockv waste, which have only 
“aesthetic” or “romantic’’ significance. But every- 
body knows that the Arab-peninsula is far from 
being developed to its maximum potentiality. It 
is an open secret that Syria, if better administered 
and properly irrigated, could sustain an additional 
six to eight million on a higher scale of living than 
at present. Nor will any one question that Meso- 
potamia, the former “granary of the world”, could 
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take in from seven to ten million people. (In 
ancient times it probably nourished vastly more 
people than now.) The Arab people as a whole, 
therefore, occupies a larger area of land than it 
requires, than it cultivates, and than it is capable 
of cultivating with the numerical strength at its 
disposal. 

We are somewhat better acquainted with the 
other unit. We know its history, past and pres- 
ent, and we need no expert geographers to de- 
termine the territories possessed by the Jewish 
people. Palestine, to which the Jews aspire, is 
less than one percent of the area of the proposed 
Arabistan. 

In the light of this criterion—the only criterion 
that can be turned on problems of great social 
ramifications seen in historical perspective—the 
Arab nationalists, in so far as they may be judged 
from their representatives, are psychologically 
akin to the sated European imperialists, who do not 
eat their cake, but must have it, and will not share 
it with the hungry. Of course, there is one differ- 
ence between the Europe and Arab imperialists— 
a technical one, rather than a spiritual one. Euro- 
pean imperialism employs a colossal military 
machine; Arab nationalism only dreams of one. 

As yet there is no Arab empire, nor is every- 
thing dreamt in the thousand and one nights of 
political calculations realized on the morrow. Arab 
imperialism is for the time being only a state of 
mind, but it is none the less reactionary and threat- 
ening. The Hebrew writer, Abraham Swadron, 
created an apt terminology to distinguish between 
two types of imperialism: the imperialism of ex- 
pansion (European) and the imperialism of accu- 
mulation (for instance the Arabic). The imperial- 
ism of accumulation, that is the holding on tightly 
to whatever is in one’s grasp whether one can util- 
ize it or not, is just as much a violation of the prin- 
ciple of the true equality of peoples as the im- 
perialism of expansion. 

Millions of people already understand that in- 
dividual private ownership is not sacred and un- 
touchable. It is time to understand that the 
national “private ownership” of countries is not 
an absolute holy of holies, that the sovereign 
rights of peoples have not been proclaimed to- 
gether with the laws of nature. National egoism, 
particularly the variety from which the egoist de- 
rives at best a fictitious, imaginary satisfaction, 
must be combatted just like individual egoism. 
The absolute right of a people to land, the right 
to place “no trespassing”’ signs on territory which 
cannot be used by the so-called owner, is a moral 
and economic anachronism. It is a sorry mixture 
of the feudal ‘“‘sense of honor’’ and the capitalist 
complex of ownership for the sake of ownership. 
It is an inheritance from the past which must be 
liquidated as soon as possible. 

Zionist colonization in Palestine takes a stand 
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opposite to that of Arab imperialism. All pro- 
gressive elements, Jewish, non-Jewish, and Arab 
should fight against the imperialism of accumula- 
tion. At the same time, naturally, Jewish policy 
and economic planning in Palestine must guard 
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against losing its moral equilibrium. Zionist policy 
must have no taint of chauvinism, nor lose in any 
measure its sense of right and wrong. The actual 
working out of Zionism as it affects Arab-Jewish 
relations will be discussed in a subsequent article. 


A Preface To Cartoons 


x. 
[' DOES matter: to fix in black and white, in 
printed word and picture, a part of Europe 
throttled, compelled to baseness. To illuminate 
with a smile even the plight of a people half bes- 
tial, half pitiable. To expose a distorting force 
through a distortion—(in order to restore at least 
something of a moral balance). 
II. 

Of course, all that does not drive hyena crea- 
tures from their fortified pens. It does not close 
their cowardly-sly concrete road to murder. 

But not to do a thing, simply because it may not 
be of use, is often useless. 

Some years ago a playwright called Georg 
Hirschfeld, then very young and always much 
too gentle, who has since disappeared, wrote a 
play—and of all that he ever wrote, there remains 
only one youthful phrase in one’s memory. 
“One must protest!” That is: without fear of 
the consequences. Here is the early fruit of a 
whole life; that which has survived; the vital val- 
idity of an imperative duty. One must protest. 

And even if twenty European ministries become 
incurably Nazi-phil; and even if twenty diplomatic 
gentlemen offer help to torturers, incendiaries, 
thieves, backwardpointers, castrators, quacks, 
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county-fair mystifiers, man-hunters, by stretching 
out to them twenty times a hand — with twenty 
times repeated excuses: one must protest. 


III. 

Humor, too, can point out facts. What the 
Nazi (in spite of a callous, forgetful compromis- 
ing world) does not cease to be. The typical fool 
—with ape-like aptitude for drill. (Organization!) 
The cloudy swollen-head, plus insolence. The 
.born devastator of what the cosmos has achieved. 
The stone age man with the technical skill of to- 
day. The ill-mannered, deadly enemy of ethical 
development, thick-skinned, backward. The para- 
site by force, in the possession of advantages 
achieved by others, which he heavily and slily ap- 
propriates—theft, mystico-emotionally disguised. 
The shrewd one, who enriches himself, while his 
well-drilled country starves. The supporter of an 
idiot theory of impossibly low sense content. The 
murkiest thickhead, with a pronounced taste for 
drill exercises—and for executions. The most 
unscrupulous swindler, “horse thief”, liar of all 
modern history . . . with a fake gesture of regen- 
eration. 

And a whole world tolerates him. Devote your 
next book to an attack, not on the criminals, but 
on the spectators. 
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IV. 

Jews, Christians, Heathen in the ‘““Third Reich”’ 
are the subjects of these cartoons. One of the 
first category, a poet from Dusseldorf, who died in 
Paris, 1856, foresaw these miserable swindlers, 
when the “raggedest beggar of Normandie” be- 
came a part of history: 

“I saw a tailor from Bayeux, he came riding 
with golden spurs...” 

The poet wrote: 

“Armoured thieves divide the land and make 
the free man a slave.” 

This prophetic poet can no longer be tortured 
today; cannot be pierced through the testes with 
needles (the beasts do that); cannot be beaten 
deaf; cannot be forced on his belly to eat grass; 
cannot slowly be clubbed to death in a cell. 
“Thank God, I’m dead,” he once sang. 


V 

Whenever, though, a tennis player plays superb- 
ly; whenever superiority threatens; whenever a 
boxer of the same breed wins world fame; these 
dirty cowards suppress the news; as well they may. 

Excluded from success—this, too, is a form of 
imposture, invented by the foulest cads of our 
time; by the most unchivalrous; by born lackeys. 
By the most nauseating phenomenon on the globe. 

They exploit meanly their numerical advantage 
until weak Jews forget their humanity; a spectacle 
of the last degree of painfulness. 


Many a German Jew is sore 

And still won't pack and get out; 

He says, “It’s better now than before— 

They don’t spit straight in my mouth any more, 
They only spit on my snout; 

Well, yes, it’s really a dreadful bore. 

And then the Maccabees’ loyal cheers: 

“May Hitler live a hundred years!” 


These are, it is true, only a tiny band of buf- 
foons, who scarcely count—but even this sight of 
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human humiliation is a direct result of the greater 
baseness of their example, the dishonored Nazi. 
Wretches they are, who insult even school-chil- 
dren. The scum of a war-weak, shaken world. 


VI 

Can pictured humor penetrate to such human 
trash? Yes. Why not? It does matter. I agree 
to any form of attack today. Even the appar- 
ently hopeless—it does not need to be hopeless. 
Every desire to pin down the facts helps. Every 
impulse to resistance. Every laugh, as an accu- 
sation. Any gaiety, as an attack. Everything is 
welcome—except passivity. One must protest. 

(Of course, to organize is better. Do not 
forget.) 

VII 

Jews, Christians, Heathen. . +. 

Christians are persecuted for their opinions; 
Jews for their being. Which is more inclusive. 
Harder. Therefore their precedence here. 

That precedence is proper for a Judeo-Chris- 
tian religion of love (whatever one may think of 
“revealed” religions) — precedence before a 
stupid-primitive Wotan side-show; that is not a 
matter of opinion; no excuse for discussion; no 
reason even for digression. 

Fighters from any except an inhuman camp are 
invited. It has gone thus far today. 


VIII 

Long before the Nazi oppression, attained 
through an incendiary fire, I wrote the following 
sentence on art: 

“Since it was not a help in battle, it still remains 
a help in trouble.” 

That was meant for bad plays; for those times. 
It does not apply to conversion by the pen; to 
these times. 

Here are values — pointed, scornful, gay, as 
antidote. 

—Paris, 1935 
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"Your passports, if you please, 
gentlemen!” 


"O, a Polish citizen. 
welcome!’ 





“And you, Jew-swine; We'll show 


A. hearty 
you how to treat our Aryan allies.” 
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THE GREAT CRIME 
“Prisoner, what crime bave you committed?” 
“Can't you see that, your Honor?’ 
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From a Letter... 
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® by Joseph Bloch 


(This letter was written in 1918, the last year of the World War, just abont 100 years 
after the birth of Karl Marx. It is directed against conceptions which were being 


advocated at that time.) 


. . What you write me is essentially a 
pamphlet against Judaism in which you colle:t 
most of the reproaches and disparagements that 
are to be found in literature and that are usually 
repeated without taking the trouble to examine 
the facts. They are taken to be so self-evident 
that even the Jews themselves, that is to say the 
Jews of the west, accept them. It may be that 
some advocate these views in public to emphasize 
their “objectivity” while others are secretly over- 
whelmed by them; but almost all believe them to 
be true. And that is to be understood, for the 
self-confidence of these groups has been under- 
mined. The spirit of assimilation has choked o# 
their proper development and in that way the 
conditions under which individuality can thrive 
have been in large measure destroyed. From this 
derives the lack of scruple with which certain 
“plausibilities” (which are fundamentally false 
because they can be learned so easily) are taken 
over and expanded. This explains the super- 
ficiality with which error and truth are promis- 
cuously interwoven. 

Your opposition to Judaism is rooted in the 
spirit of the Enlightenment and in that noble aspi- 
ration to pass beyond dividing barriers, beyond 
confining differences, in order to reach the heights 
of pure humanity. Unfortunately you go about 
this in a way that is false in principle. Not by 
way of accusation and injustice, but by understand- 
ing the essence of nationalism in relation to man- 
kind as a whole can we achieve the socialism that 
embraces all men. Just that is the meaning of 
the Israelite prophecy which you reproach with 
its ‘narrowly national” content. It is not there. 
To be sure, the Jewish Prophets grow out of their 
nation. That gives them life and it is at the same 
time a most significant omen for the Jewish people 
itself that it can produce such figures which do not 
fall outside the national community they so pas- 


sionately oppose. (This is the characteristic iden- 


tity of spirit between Marx and the Prophets.) 
But the nation was only their point of departure. 
The prophetic element was humanity. Yes, the 
prophets discovered humanity -for the first time 
in a world to which this conception was yet un- 
known. Their goal was to establish on earth the 
Kingdom of God, to carry out the divine com- 
mandments of justice and humanity, to depose 
force by means of the human soul. They recog- 
nized the divine in man and therefore postulated 


the emancipation of the human within him. They 
laid down as a commandment of God the principle 
of ethical conduct. This was a conception which 
mankind has never since lost although even now, 
more than two-and-a-half millenia later, it unfortu- 
nately does not in the least act accordingly. The 
vision of universal peace, the union of all peoples, 
(“Then shall they beat their swords into plow- 
shares, their spears into scythes. No people shall 
raise the sword against another and they shall 
no longer learn war.”) was the true prophetic 
spirit which can understand that the deadly en- 
emies of one’s own people, the great powers of the 
world that destroy Israel, are yet part of the same 
humanity, that they stand together on equal terms 
as a single human community before God. “On 
that day Israel will be one of three with Egypt 
and Asshur as a blessing on the earth which the 
Lord of Hosts blesses: ‘Blessed be my people, 
Egypt; and thou Asshur, the work of my hands; 
and Israel, my heir.’ ”» You say the Prophets are 
“narrowly national”? There were never people 
whose sentiments were more international and to- 
day it does not seem that Europe is even approach- 
ing them. There are the German intellectuals 
who see the national mote in the eye of the Pro- 
phets of Israel while they overlook their own 
nationalist beam. There is Ernest Troeltsch who 
publishes a work in which he accuses the Prophets 
of a lack of cosmopolitanism. So far as his argu- 
ments deserve detailed answers these have already 
been supplied by Kellermann in refutation. The 
really important Protestant theologians—Gunkel, 
Cornill, Gressmann, Duhm, etc.—have, in fact, 
an entirely different opinion of the Prophets and 
recognize their greatness in that very conception 
which they created and which is still unattainable 
for mankind to-day. But disregard that. It is 
characteristic of the intellectual situation of 
Germany that a German professor (who is, into 
the bargain, one of the best) finds the Prophets, 
who lived 2500 years ago, not sufficiently universal 
in view; but he himself, as an enlightened central- 
European, can find the highest human values only 
within the narrow limits. of nationalism. That is 
to say, Troeltsch belongs to that group of pro- 
fessors who discovered ‘German liberty” and who 
therefore do not yet recognize the universality of 
the concept of liberty but reserve for the German 
people a special sort of liberty. (How great a 
disparagement of the German people this really 
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implies the professors and intellectuals cannot con- 
ceive.*) How easily the European loses the 
ability to judge spiritual and human things! 
Among other accusations they say the Prophets 
were “provocative” against the enemies of 
Jehovah and Israel and they compare their pro- 
phecies with provocative activity of the press to- 
day in time of war. Even if this comparison 
should prove correct as to form the decisive factor 
would be and is the content. The modern war- 
time press is provocative against other nations and 
deifies its own. This is done by praising as an 
especial virtue of one’s own nation what is con- 
demned as reprehensible vice in others. The Pro- 
phets of Israel, on the other hand, addressed 
everything they had to say to their own people 
against which they hurled their sharpest accusa- 
tions. They even make excuses for other peoples 
who are carrying out the will of God. Where 
will you find an analogy in the contemporary war- 
press? Of course, in Germany, too, one’s own 
people is censured at times—but only because it 
is much too good, much too idealistic, much too 
magnanimous, much too obliging, and more of the 
same. This is, then, a censure that implies the 
highest degree of flattery. Were the Prophets 
of Israel like that? No. The prophetic spirit 
introduced into the Jewish legal system the prin- 
ciple: “There shall be one law among you, for 
the stranger as for the native; for I am Jehovah, 
your God.” One God, one humanity. There 
were no limits of nationality and that is a legal 
principle which the Europe of today does not yet 
know. Today we do not yet have a codification 
of the rights of foreigners to say nothing of equal- 
ity for the foreigner as a matter of principle. And 
take the peoples of classical antiquity whom we 
usually consider on the peak of culture. Do they 
have this equality? 


Among the reproaches which are usually level- 
led against Judaism one never fails to find the 
image of the “dark God of vengeance” which is 
derived from the ostensibly frightful command- 
ment, “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”. 
This conception has been accepted so generally, 
it is scarcely to be expected that the individual 
should free himself from it. And yet nothing is 
more false. At least, I have never yet seen any- 
where what I consider the true interpretation. 
Even the defenders of Judaism try, at most, to 
compromise or avoid the question, but they are 
far from recognizing this principle of law in its 
true greatness and significance. The question in- 
volved is, contrary to the usual belief, not the 
codification of vengeance but of justice. 

In the first place each man must be made really 
responsible for his own acts and he must not be 
able to avoid his responsibilty by putting it upon 





*ADDED IN 1934: Meanwhile the “German Revolution” ef 1933 
has shown the nature of “German liberty’. 
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others. The principle of equality before the law 
is also established by implication. This is the 
profound moral idea of individual responsibility 
(which we are in vain trying to bring about by 
means of socialism for the man of today.) Each 
must answer for his own acts, each must bear the 
consequences of his own conduct. 


Now for the second and more important point. 
It is not an equality of cruelty (with which they 
try to frighten us) that is laid down in this prin- 
ciple, but on the contrary, an equality of mercy. 
To understand this one must remember that in 
every age, in antiquity as a matter of course but 
just as much today, the punishment for an offense 
was decided not only with reference to the person, 
that is according to his class, but was dispropor- 
tionate and had no relation to the offense itself, 
being determined rather by the selfish necessity 
of the rulers. In former times it was the unques- 
tioned custom of a naive legal system to invoke 
the most severe punishment for even a minor 
offense. (And the punishments were graduated 
at that time according to the social position of 
those who received them. In the first act of 
Lohengrin we read: ‘The free man shall atone 
for it by the loss of his hand, the slave by the loss 
of his head.’’) This cruelty in punishment was 
taken as a matter of course. In England thieves 
were hanged only 100 years ago. And is our 
present criminal code much better? To raise this 
question in a period of war-time suppression is 
sufficient denial. But the law in time of peace is 
also governed by disproportionate punishment. In 
contrast to that the Jewish law decrees that the 
punishment must correspond to the offense and 
must not go beyond it. If “an eye for an eye” 
sounds too harsh to us (but unjustly, for it is used 
symbolically) the principle is made clear by the 
addition “‘a tooth for a tooth”. This means the 
more trivial the offense, the more trivial the 
punishment. This is caried even further when 
we read “a wound for a wound, a blow for a 
blow”. Instead of an apparently rigid system of 
retaliation this rule of law means, therefore, a 
principle of strict self-control. No man may fol- 
low the dictates of his own interests which spur 
him on to thoughts of revenge. (That is the 
basis of class-justice in the contemporary state. 
That is why under some conditions trial by jury 
is worse than trial without a jury for if the per- 
sonal interests of the jurors are injured or seem 
to be injured they go beyond the crime and attempt 
to strike without mercy at everyone who opposes 
them.) Punishment according to the seriousness 
of the crime represents an act of expiation. 
Punishment beyond the seriousness of the crime is 
an act of interested violence which degrades him 
who is punished as well as him who punishes. If 
the commandment of the “dark God of vengeance, 
Jehovah,” were in effect in our “enlightened” 
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Europe we would have clemency and brotherly 
love. Cruelty is what the commandment attempts 
to abolish.* Indeed, mankind must attempt to 
do away with external punishment in general, but 
not as a form of “indulgence or pardon”. The 
elevation of one man over another which lies in 
such pardon violates that most important element 
of human dignity, one taking precedence over all 
others in relations among men. There is nothing 
to “pardon”, for we are not concerned that one 
man has offended against the interests of another 
but rather that he has offended against the divine 
in himself. If a man can see the truth, can truly 
feel the destiny of humanity, it must be horrible 
for him to sit in judgment over another. External 
punishment should therefore be replaced by in- 
ternal penitence. This would be the complete 
fulfillment of the individual responsibility which 
is laid down as a principle in the commandment 
of Jehovah. And if humanity in the future will 
have achieved this Jast stage only after a long, 
painful journey, contemporary Europe which has 
reached not even the first stage certainly has no 
right to complain that the divine commandment 
which was established that men might become 
human began by abolishing the sub-human and 
left the achievement of humanity to mankind 
itself. 

Still more far-reaching is the meaning of that 
other passage into which the usual interpretation 
reads a desire for “vengeance” and even vengeance 
upon the innocent, although in reality it is con- 
cerned with atonement by the guilty. It is this 
sentence: “I, Jehovah thy God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the sins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren to the third and fourth generation of those 
that hate me.” The numbers three and four are not 
chosen at random here but have a very concrete 
meaning. It is three or four generations that have 
a common life and are therefore responsible for 
everything evil that is done and everything good 
that is left undone in their time. (This indifferent 
leaving undone is the real guilt.) But, and this 
is most important, the fourth generation is the 
limit. The “visiting” (again, of course, not in 
the sense of an external punishment) is the atone- 
ment. Then comes a new generation that begins 
afresh. Evil has a limit, dies, and disappears 
from the world. It is very different with good. 
And therefore the sentence about the third and 
fourth generations is followed immediately by 
another: “But I will be gracious to the thousandth 
generation. of those who love me and obey my 
commandments.” The number one thousand, is of 
course a metaphor. It means forever. The good 
that is brought forth on earth is imperishable, that 


*ADDED IN 1934: The instinct of hatred understands that very well 
ond for that very reason finds this Jewish commandment so repugnant. 
W'th refieshing frankness which brutally disreyards all talk of the 
“German man” a president of Germany now announces: “We do not 
say an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. No! Whoever knocks out 
our eve will lose his head and whoever knoeks out our tooth will have 


19 


is to say, it has the power to reproduce itself. It 
is the pure creative principle. Here we see the 
relation of faith to the postulate of creation. The 
primacy of creation as the meaning of life is fixed 
in this commandment which signifies not retalia- 
tion but a challenge. It gives also an indication 
of the significance of suffering and of that which 
led the Gnostics to separate the Creator from 
the God of mercy. They did not reach to the 
recognition of unity, they did not understand that 
suffering erects for us the postulate of creation 
which can, however, be fulfilled only in freedom 
and self-determination. This is the real creative 
principle which recognizes no determinism and 
suspends the distinction between creator and crea- 
ture. (The racial theory, deterministic in the 
last analysis, which pretends to be an idealistic 
system, is in truth entirely materialistic. Setf- 
interest, whether it is expressed by I or We, is 
its established principle. This is altogether dif- 
ferent from the religious principle which refers 
only to that which is to be created.) 

Can that be found in the apparently primitive 
words of the Bible? I think just this is the true 
essence of every great creative act, that it says 
something new to every new generation. What 
is not created on a basis of reality dies of itself 
like innumerable works of literature, but that 
which is created by the compulsion of necessity 
receives in the course of time a continuously ex- 
panded meaning and expresses for each new gen- 
eration what that generation wishes to hear. 

All this is not intended as an apology for Juda- 
ism, but it is intended to discover in Judaism 
whatever is related to reality. Only for that 
reason is it important to make clear that of all 
that which is usually said about the Jewish spirit 
nothing is valid. I can not accept even the re- 
proaches of a non-religious nature. What is said 
for example of the relation of Judaism to art 
shows a complete lack of understanding and does 
violence to the truth. I believe the most modern 
art should show this most plainly. I mention only 
the name of Chagall. (I purposely omit Israels 
and Liebermann despite their artistic greatness. ) 
For -Chagall the one important thing is that, an 
artist of the most intensive sort and the greatest 
format, he embodies the spirit of the East. And 
that should point the way. Only when the Jews 
again truly fulfill their peculiar destiny, their des- 
tiny as an eastern people, will they again be able 
to give mankind that which is greatest in them. 

Last of all we have the “commercial spirit” of 
the Jews. This Sombartian thesis is a fiction that 
flatters the Germans although they have not the 
slightest occasion for flattery, since the commercial 
spirit is, in truth, strongly enough developed 
among the Germans. In addition, it is quite un- 
just to speak of the commercial spirit in this way 
and deny to commerce all productive value. That 
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is to pour out the baby with the bath. I am, as 
you know, anything but a partisan of commerce. 
(For more than twenty years the Socialist maga- 
zines have been working toward co-operatives and 
the elimination of the middle-class as far as pos- 
sible. They were almost alone in their stand 2t 
first and even later they did not have too many 
supporters since Social-Democracy in general fol- 
lowed the path of Liberalism and was therefore, 
irrationally enough, on the side of free-trade while 
the Socialist magazines, as you know, started from 
the point of view of the producer and want to 
carry out the policy that is most to the advantage 
of the producers.) But despite all aversion toward 
the commercial spirit one must not forget that 
commerce has the task of distribution which com- 
pletes the productive process and that it must ful- 
fill this task until new arangements are made to 
take over distribution. Until then we must re- 
member also the cultural significance of commerce 
which Schiller expresses in the distich: 
Euch, ibr gotten, gehdret der Kaufman: giiter 
zu suchen geht er, doch an sein Schiff Knipfet 
das pute sich an. 
(To you, gods, belongs the merchant. He sets 
out to seek goods, but good is joined to his ship.) 
That the carrying out of the function of distri- 
bution contains a greater degree of productive 
value than one might assume was shown by the 
war and its violent interruption of commerce. 
How difficult it was to replace it even in part! 
And was even that part successful? One can 
therefore see why representatives of the basic pro- 
ductive class, agriculture, again demand free- 
trade. 
Let us therefore not be unjust even in this re- 
spect. Of course this will not change the fact 
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that we, despite our appreciation of the place of 
commerce, will continue our efforts to abolish it 
as far as possible. But the Jewish people does 
that, too. It is really remarkable that so many 
people write about Judaism without considering 
its future, without knowing that force which is 
giving the Jewish nation new and productive tasks 
—Zionism. Every nation must prove itself by 
the development of its creative powers and by the 
fulfillment of its creative assignments. The Jew- 
ish nation will not prove the last in this. 


The decisive factor is not to be found so much 
in individual facts, in the refutation of loose state- 
ments about Judaism that are rife among the 
“educated”, but rather in taking sides with the 
heart. The Germanicized Jew of western Europe 
looks down on the Judaism of eastern Europe in 
the same way that the modern looks down on the 
Middle Ages, the structure of whose soul is for- 
eign to him, but which was, despite all that was 
terrible in its history, more universally human 
than the period in which we live. Whoever com- 
prehends the life-substance of eastern Judaism 
will not find that the Europeanism of our epoch 
comes off any too well. The Judaism of eastern 
Europe had a spirituality that developed accord- 
ing to its own laws. It demands one thing beyond 
all others—unconditional devotion. (In this essen- 
tial kernel of Judaism, too, Marx was a Jew.) 
What Kant wrote 135 years ago can still be ap- 
plied to our European culture: “We are civilized. 
. . . But much is still lacking before we can call 
ourselves moral. .. . Every good, however, that 
is not grafted on to a morally good disposition ‘s 
nothing but empty illusion and glittering wretched- 
ness.” 


30 Years of Socialist-Zionism 


THE United Party Poale Zion-Zeire Zion is 

now celebrating its thirtieth anniversary. 
Three decades of activity by a party or an indi- 
vidual are sufficient to justify a stock-taking of its 
struggles, strivings and achievements. 

What was the physiognomy of Jewish-America 
thirty years ago? The Jewish community con- 
sisted largely of an amorphous mass of immi- 
grants, uprooted from their native soil—the towns 
and villages of eastern Europe—where for hun- 
dreds of years Jews had been leading a life dis- 
tinctly their own, unified, self-contained and auto- 
nomous. A stranger in an unfamiliar world, the 
Jewish immigrant of thirty years ago quickly lost 
his old moorings and with the vanishing of tradi- 
tion he became an easy prey to the baccili of as- 
similation. In 1905 the dominating ideology of 
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the American Jewish worker was a grotesque 
socialism that took hold of the liberating idea of 
the working class and confused it with the neurosis 
of self-hatred and self-immolation—all, of course, 
in the name of “forward-loking humanity” and of 
the “march of progress’ —mental processes which 
for many years undermined the very foundation of 
American Jewry as a cultured community. On 
these false hopes did the overwhelming majority 
of Jewish workers during the early period of mass 
immigration into this country pin their faith for 
the future. Only today in the light of world 
events shattering their illusions do they penetrate 
the naivete of their earlier blind wish-thinking and 
superstition. 

Against these symptoms of national dissolu- 
tion which accompanied the transplantation of 
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several millions of Jews from one continent to 
another, the Poale Zion Party raised its challeng- 
ing banner. American Jewry will probably al- 
ways remain grateful to the small heroic band of 
revolutionaries, great in courage and insight, who 
led the brilliant attack against the conventional 
lies which were then universally accepted and 
never questioned by the Jewish working masses 
or by the Jewish community as a whole. The 
pioneers of Socialist-Zionism in this country have 
witnessed a triumph of their ideas: on the one 
hand the bankruptcy of assimilationist-Socialism, 
now admitted by all but a handful of die-hards; 
on the other hand, the reality of labor Palestine, 
now offering the only real help to the victims of 
economic discrimination and displacement, physi- 
cal and legal pogroms, boycotts and cultural sup- 
pression, a Palestine growing at a pace which re- 
animates real hope for a radical solution of the 
Jewish problem. 

Thirty years ago the Zionism of the Poale 
Zion met with an indifferent shrug of the shoulder 
and often with amused mockery. Few could see 
the need for national colonization in Palestine. It 
was generally believed that “temporary disabili- 
ties,” “atavistic prejudices”, and “local difficulties” 
were merely the last vestiges of a dead past in- 
evitable during the transition stage to a social 
order which would automatically solve all prob- 
lems. Nor could many grasp the necessity of 
grappling with the peculiar cultural and economic 
difficulties confronting American Jewry. They 
took it for granted that anti-Semitism in America 
would quickly disappear and that American Jews 
by abandoning their specific mores would eventu- 
ally dissolve in the American melting-pot and be- 
come good Anglo-Saxons. Leaders of Jewish 
bourgeois and workers alike, consciously and un- 
consciously, advocated these naive policies of as- 
similation. 

But the Poale Zion movement did not let these 
pseudo-messianic illusions, born of fear and pas- 
sivity, lull it into a feeling of false security. In- 
stead, it proceeded with its efforts to win the 
masses toward the idea of Jewish colonization in 
Palestine, and continued to aid the pioneers who 
were engaged in establishing the first positions of 
the homeland. More forward-looking than the 
complacent brethren coasting on Americanization 
promises, it pushed onward its program for Jewish 
culture, economic rehabilitation, and democratic 
organization of Jewish communal life. At pres- 
ent it is all but superfluous to point out Palestine’s 
importance as a solution to the economic and social 
anomalies which, more than a quarter of a century 
ago, the Socialist-Zionist teachers Boruchov, 
Syrkin, Gordon and others analyzed with almost 
clairvoyant penetration. It is almost equally un- 
necessary to emphasize the advantages, both for 
America and for American Jewry, in our aim to 
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further a wholesome Jewish civilization by aiding 
larger numbers of the Jewish masses to enter more 
productive occupations, by democratizing Jewish 
institutions, and by revitalizing Jewish cultural 
life. 

From the very beginning the Poale Zion party 
mobilized its best energies for the practical activi- 
ties necessary to the development of Palestine. 
Now it has become obvious to all why the Poale 
Zion party had always championed the Jewish 
National Fund and the Keren Hayesod — the 
financial instruments of our national colonization. 
In these agencies for national economic planning 
and for national capital the Party recognized the 
only effective means of counteracting the dangers 
of speculation and of colonial exploitation. Simi- 
larly, far-reaching in scope proved the Party’s in- 
auguration of the Palestine Workers’ Fund and 
the Palestine Tool Fund. These initiatory steps 
prepared the ground for the Gewerkshaften Cam- 
paign and for the change in attitude by the Ameri- 
can Jewish labor movement toward the upbuilding 
of Palestine. Thanks to the initiative of the 
party, hundreds of American Jewish workers’ 
families are now preparing to settle in Palestine 
on the land, as members of the Herut groups. 
And last, but not least, must be mentioned the 
young, though promising, American Hechalutz or- 
ganization which already numbers several hun- 
dred future pioneers in its ranks and more than a 
hundred established in Palestine. 

For many years the Party was virtually the 
only group in American Jewry to openly battle 
against assimilation. It did not content itself with 
merely preaching in its press and on the public 
platform but endeavored to strike at the root of 
the problem—Jewish education. Its folk-shulen, 
made possible by tremendous sacrifices on the part 
of numerous comrades, paved the way for a new 
progressive Jewish education in this country. The 
Party has always fought the chaotic formlessness 
of American Jewish life. Pursuant to its ideal of 
making American Jews a more coherent, unified 
and productive group, it raised the slogan of a 
Jewish Congress during the World War. The 
different problem of reorganizing Jewish economic 
and cultural life in America is still far from hav- 
ing been solved. But the idea of an organized 
American Jewish community has made great head- 
way among all sections of American Jewry. 
Gradually this idea is taking shape in institutions 
and concrete achievements, 

The Poale Zion-Zeire Zion has participated, as 
an independent Jewish Socialist party, in every 
attempt to transform American Socialism into a 
real factor in American political life. It has al- 
ways worked in close cooperation with the Social- 
ist party of America which, like the Poale Zion, 
is affliated with the Socialist Labor International. 
Party comrades have been active in the everyday 
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work of trade unions. They were in the front lines 
when the trade unions passed through critical 
times, such as those which the needle trades un- 
derwent in the last decade. Through its world 
confederation the Party is represented in the So- 
cialist International where it constitutes a Jewish 
section, representing the Jewish working class of 
the world. The activities on the labor and Socialist 
front, even like those in the field of Jewish life, are 
still in an incipient stage. But the Jewish worker, 
owing to the Party’s activities, is being placed on 
a plane of equality with fellow workers of other 
nationalities and is in greater and greater numbers 
beginning to live a Socialist life in Palestine. Here 
in America the Jewish worker is among the van- 
guard of the Socialist workers and in Palestine he 
enjoys the unique position of having organized his 
own communes and cooperatives. Indeed, the 
new life in Palestine is tending to stimulate and 
revitalize Socialist activities among the Jewish 
working class in this country. 

Having begun thirty years ago with limited 
numbers, the Party has increased in range and its 
influence gradually widened. It is now the center 
of a net-work of organizations and institutions 
which comprise the larger Zionist-Socialist move- 
ment in the United States. The Jewish National 
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 gewaere to the right of us and enemies to the left of 

us! After the massacre of the Socialists in Vienna, at 
the protest meeting, when the pain of realization turned us 
sharply to the left, there arose in our midst a still “lefter” 
prctest. 

The dining hall was crowded. No one stayed away 
_ the night watchmen and the watchwoman in the 
children’s houses and the few kitchen workers who pre- 
pare the meals for the day-laborers to take along next 
movning. If anybody was ill abed, I am sure he got up to 
ccme, The tables had been grouped in the center of the 
hall, and the filled benches stood arcund them several rows 
deep. Some stood up. Some even paced about in 
agitation. There was unusual silence; the doors hardly 
creaked. Now and again another match was struck till the 
air was almost solid with the incense of cigarettes. 

Our best speakers had prepared to address us, to speak 
to us and for us: 

“We here in Palestine must stand loyally with our com- 
rades in Vienna who died facing the mighty barons of 
capitalism, who fell defying the powerful arms of reaction. 
No power on earth can silence us. We will speak out 
and we will be found ready to fight when we ave attacked 
as they have been for devotion to a new and better way 
of life.” 

There was a commotion behind the speakers’ table, whis- 
pering, protett. Then came Simon's steely voice: 

“I will speak!” 

And several other voices: “Let him sneak!” 
have the floor!” Others: “No, no!” “Order!” 

Zwi, at my side, seethed: “Speak!” 

The chairman arose and made a statement: 


“Let him 
“Silenced” 
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Workers’ Alliance, the Pioneer Womens’ Organ- 
ization, and more recently The League for Labor 
Palestine, serve as channels through which the 
national and social values of our time are reach- 
ing an ever-growing circle of American Jews. The 
entrance of the rising generation in organizations 
like the Young Poale Zion Alliance and Habonim 
presages the inevitable drift of socially-sensitive 
Jewish youth into the Socialist-Zionist purview. 
Similarly significant for the future is The Jewish 
Teachers Seminary and Peoples University which 
has to its credit some excellent pioneering work in 
the much neglected field of higher Jewish educa- 
tion. Its expanded projects for a Labor College 
and for a higher Jewish education integrated into 
Jewish life in Palestine and into world civilzation, 
soon to be realized, open up new vistas of cultural 
development. These various organizations, found- 
ed by the Party, should lay the basis for a new 
American Jewish body politic. 

Thirty years are after all but a short period 
in the life of a people or a party. Yet the fact that 
within the short span of a single generation the 
Poale Zion Party has managed to accomplish so 
many productive results gives promise of greater 


achievements in the offing. 


® by Jessie Sampter 


“We have no objection to letting Simon speak whenever 
he has anything of interest to say to us, At any mecting, 
he has the right to ask for the floor, like any other com- 
rade, and if his request is in order, it will be granted. 
But tonight is different. This is not a meeting for discus- 
sion. We have arranged a short planned program, and 
there is no room for any more speakers on the list.” 

“But I have something to say which you will not say. 
Comrades, may I speak?” 

“Let him spzak!” “Silence!” “Order!” 

Zwi, sitting humped and dumb beside me, screwed up 
his eyes and turned red with rage. He is Simon's disciple. 

“I will put it to a vote,” shouted the chairman, and 
thereby restored order. 

Simon won. He has a volcanic presence, a voice that 
rings like metal on mztal. His was the best speech of the 
evening and the most violent. Partisan edges glinted from 
it—war, war from the left threatened in every word, not 
def-n-e but attack. He ended: 

“Ycu cannot build a hcuse on a rotten foundation. Our 
pzaceful so-called Socialism is no good, our group life is 
only a poor convenience till we rule the whole roost. Our 
enemies will destroy us unless we destroy them, or at least 
corquer them. We must be prepared, we must be poised 
and ready, with our guns on our shoulders, every man with 
h's loaded gun, every man a soldier in the fight for the 
freedom of our class from the tyranny of cur oppressors.” 

And then he added, for fear of being misunderstood: 
“I don’t mean real guns, of ccurse. We don’t need those 
Icaded yet; not aga‘nst our Arab neighbors, our fellow 
workingmen who may now be tricked even into attacking 
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us but who will join us at last in the real fight for freedom. 
Only let every man have war in his heart.” 

As I left the hall, nearly three hundred voices behind 
me broke into the battle hymn of the International, Must 
pity and solidarity, I wondered, always be bought at the 
price of hate? 

Simon is a member of the “‘leftest” party of all the 
workers’ parties, united in the General Federation of Jewish 
Workers (Histadrut)—the Left Poale Zion. Simon once 
said to me: “We are the only Bolshevik Zionists.” Yet that 
does n.t prevent the Bolsheviki in Russia from persecuting 
its members, not as Zionists but as anti-revolutionists. So 
are the workers of the world divided in their effort to 
unite, In our co-operative labor group, our Kvutza, there 
are many members of the Palestine Labor Party, a number 
of non-partisans, like myself, and a few who belong to 
the Workers of Zion, the Left Poale Zion, party. It is be- 
lieved that most of these have been “converted” by Simon. 
Every one in the Kvuiza automatically belongs to the His- 
tadrut, the supreme Labor body, which is non-political ; and 
the Kvutza itself also is non-political in any but the econ- 
omic sense of that word, We are all Socialists and Zionists; 
but there are many interpretations for these words, By 
talking enough, one can even prove them opposites, The 
main fact is that we are building up the waste places of 
Palestine, and that we are living and working on good 
terms with our Arab neighbor who is a worker, opposing 
his exploitation only on the same terms that we oppose our 
own. Our living together in a commune without conscious 


social or economic exploitation of one another is a fact more 


important than our political opinions. 

Hence Simon's difficulties. He is above all a politician; 
he always wants to talk in protest and waits to be refuted. 
Our comrades have not strength for this internal wrestling; 
their energies are engaged in other work. A few days 
after the meeting on Vienna, the question of Simon’s ex- 
pulsion from the group pops up again. 

“Have we free speech or have we not? Cannot we rebels 
endure a rebel?” 

“But,” explains Nahum the dreamer, to a group outside 
the dining-hall door, “he may talk politics all he wants, 
but is it possible to allow him to assemble new immigrants 
and tell them that our leaders in the, group are liars and 
demagogues? May he slander and vilify? Can we let him 
agitate inside our group against our form of life, against 
the very existence of the group itself? No one here 
even has time to go among the new comrades after him 
and answer him.” 

“He has even said—I heard it myself—that he stays 
here only to persuade others to leave,” added one of the 

irks, 
Sel, the young German immigrant with the big body 
and the small voice, who stutters just enough to make him 
unhappy and to smother his thoughts in self-conscious sil- 
ence, could not contain himself at these inciting words. 

“But they talk just as much about Si—Si—Simon as he 
does about them!” 


He turned away and his humped shoulders were tortured 
with lines of sorrowful rage. He would not wait for an an- 
swer because he could not answer without tears, And 
more, he did know and he would not admit, that Simon 
really spoiled his case by personal offensiveness, that 
he said things he should not say. It was Simon’s fault 
that Simon would be expelled. No one dreamed of ex- 
pelling Zwi or his party fellows; no one censored what 
they said or thought; they were allowed to arrange lectures 
and meetings. Why was Simon, so clever and beautiful 
and eloquent and convincing, why was Simon, whom he 
loved, such a fool? Zwi quivered with unspoken words 
and all his muscles were taut for action. But what could 
he do? He prowled to his tent: and cried silently into 
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his pillow, like a girl, Would they dare to expel his 
friend? 

Simon has been in the Kvatza four years, the greater part 
of its existence. Again and again the question of his ex- 
pulsion has arisen; it has grown acute with the influx of 
raw German immigrants, ignorant of our life, of Palestine 
and Judaism, humiliated by Hitler, helplessly enraged and 
aching for a causus belli to revive their self-respect. We 
are too inexperienced ourselves to give them the needed 
social and individual guidance. But Simon gives them 
political guidance, to the point of guiding them out of our 
group. And as time passes, he becomes more expert and 
zealous. 

Simon wants martyrdom. He knows the power of it, 
the celebrity it brings. Perhaps unconsciously, he plays for 
expulsion—and he gets it. The action finally taken ap- 
pears in the form of an ultimatum, He is not asked to 
recant and he is not asked to leave, but at a general meet- 
ing he is asked to do something much more difficult, in- 
deed impossible, for him. He is asked to stop making 
propaganda among new-comers against our group and our 
own members, He refuses; he prefers to leave. 

“I am leaving you against my will,” rings out his 
voice through the tobacco smoke. ‘You are forcing me 
to leave comrades I love. If I criticize our way of life, at 
least I have lived it and I have always been a faithful 
wo'ker. Why did I come? To spread my ideas, the truth 
of Left Poale Zion. If that truth forces me to leave and may 
force others to leave, that does not make it less true.” 

So Simon goes out to fight us from the left; and he 
who was merely an annoyance and a trial within, may be- 
come an active enemy from without. He is an expert 
mason, whose labor always served us well, and so he has 
nothing to fear. Sarah, his wife, stays on awhile with 
their baby, until he can make a home for them in the vil- 
lage nearby. Her full red 7 are always pouted in protest; 
she is one of those who finds the soup bad because she 
cannot change the social order; and if she did change the 
social order, she would still find the soup bad. Yet now 
we are sorry. After all, comrades are comrades and babies 
are babies. Perhaps she never felt so much at home here 
as just when she is about to leave. 

Being non-partisan and rather stupid about politics, I do 
not undestand very well the “‘leftness” of the left party, 
how they differ from the Labor Party. It is not important 
to our present theme. A much greater storm, not in our 
own home tea-kettle, broke upon us suddenly from the right. 

In the village of Rehoboth, where a third of our comrades 
earn our daily bread as agricultural day laborers or as 
masons, a strike broke out in the building trades in con- 
sequence of the refusal of two contractors to renew the 
closed shop clause of an agreement of some years’ standing. 
The only strike-breakers, the only open-shop men we have 
to contend with are the Jewish Fascists, the Revisionists, 
whose fight against organized labor is the chief plank in 
their extremely right platform. The refusal of two con- 
tractors out of seven or eight was politically motivated. 
The Gentlemen Farmers’ Association, which is fighting or- 
ganized labor in agriculture, sent to these contractors per- 
sonal requests not to renew the contract with the Histadrut. 
Every weapcn must be used to break the backbone of the 
organized Jewish worker who will end by organizing the 
Arab Fellah as well, who will end by depriving agriculture 
of all its profits, they said. 

Jewish Fascism has its storm troops, its young heroes 
sporting for a fight. The two contractors turned to the 
Bitar men, as they are called, and sent them to work on a 
house where the builders were striking. But the owner 
arrived on the scene and chased the new workmen away. 
He was in sympathy with organized labor. No scabs would 
build his house. Amid the shouts of hundreds of striking 
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builders—for all building had ceased in the village—the 
Bitars were obliged to decamp. 

Yet they were not defeated. After some search, ‘the 
contractors found a member of the Revisionist Party who 
had a lot and intended to build upon it next year. He 
signed the contract at once, and the young hero scabs, most 
of them improvised workmen, set to work to dig up the 
ground before the plans were made. But not unguarded! 
Hund:eds of strikers would have made short work of this 
scab labor had not the mounted police, young Jews of 
“right” convictions and also British Tommies with a sense 
of discipline, dominated the scene. Blows fell and blood 
was drawn. There were arrests, comrades taken to jail; the 
work went on amid a hubbub that sent the village wild. All 
other building had stopped except on the empty lot which 
was to have been built up next year. 

You can strike workmen but you cannot make them stop 
striking. Among our group the strike in Rehoboth deter- 
mined all our activities. Without going there once, I lived 
in its streets. Comrades were continually on the move, all 
work was neglected for the demonstrations, the protest 
marches, where blows, at least from the police, were on the 
p’ogram. Two of our comrades were on the Strike Com- 
mittse; one of them was arrested on suspicion. He came 
home when he had been released from jail on lack of evi- 
dence, haggard, dirty, hungry; and after a good meal he 
told us hair-raising details. 

Simon is arrested. Three months of prison will fill his 
martyr’s cup to the shining brim. He made a grand sneech 
at the trial of which we are proud though we expelled him. 
Comrades visit him in prison; the kitchen staff must send 
goodies. His wife, like all imprisoned workers’ wives, can 
hold out because she is receiving a monthly stipend from the 
Histadrut. 

Simon was impriscned; no doubt he deserved this glory, 
Zwi thought. Zwi went about his work with furious eyes 
because he cculd neither speak nor had he given blows. 

“The creed of the Revisionists is violence. They long 
only to start a fight.. Every blow we give hurts our cause 
more than ten martyrdoms can serve it. Strike, yes; picket, 
yes; but keep ycur hands from violence! We deserve all 
we get if we cannot control our passions.” 

“But a scab must be struck if he will not listen to reason.” 

“A scab is a rat!” 

“A scab is a Jew, just like you, a boy, just like you! If 
you had come under other influences, you might be he and 
he you.” 

“Noncense! We are dealing with reality, not idealiza- 
tions. You are not realistic.” 

“I am. Realistically speaking, we lose all sympathy 
abroad, all convincing force here, the moment we employ 
violence. — If by realism you mean narrow self-interest, 
even that speaks against violence.” 

A young boy admits: “I struck a man. I did it and felt 
very sure of myself, I wanted to do it. But something 
bothers me. Something in my feelings is wrong. My mind 
and my heart can’t seem to agree.” 

Zwi says: “A sca—,” and stops. “A Bi— Bi—.” and 
stcps. Then he adds rapidly, “They are traitors, dirt!” 

Among our children we are too well understood and 
refi-cted. David, aged six, is heard to say: “When I 
am bie. I will hit a great big Bitar!” 

And little Miriam adds, “And I will shout and dance 
and sing!” 

“How many did you beat up today?” little Saul inquired 
of his gentle and pacifist father. 

And Bat-Sheva asked the teacher: “Why do we fight 
them? Aren't they Jews too?” 

The strike is bound to be won by the workers because 
all bui'ding has stopped. At last the National Jewish Com- 
mittee is called in to help the Village Committee, repre- 
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senting chiefly the Gentlemen Farmers who cannot find the 
way to make peace. The Revisionists are naturally obdurate. 
They dare not accept the reasonable terms of the Histadrut 
to admit them also to its employment bureau as organized 
laborers with an agreement as to wages but without forcing 
them to join the Union, They must break the Union. But 
they finally break themselves. The original contracts are 
signed because without builders there can be no buildings, 
and the contractors on our side are in the overwhelming 
majority. They remain idle rather than employ scabs. Not 
only is the sympathy of the community with us, but the 
general labor situation gives us a momentary advantage, 
though it is one we do not want because the price is too 
high. While all the world languishes under unemploy- 
ment, we are overemployed. There are not enough Jewish 
workers to harvest and pack the oranges in Jewish orchards, 
and yet the Government, which has promised immigration 
in accordance with economic absorption, finds political 
reasons for holding up the labor immigraticn that waits— 
unemployed and starving—in Germany, Poland, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Persia, Greece, France, England, America. The 
Jewish gentleman farmer finds a new excuse for increasing 
his employment of cheap unorganized Arab labor. The 
Government pleads Arab unemployment. But there is no 
true Arab unemployment to fear, since the Arabs employed 
in agriculture have all their own farms as well, and since 
the new Jewish immig-ants could be absorbed in new Jew- 
ish plantations and would not displace old Arab employees. 
From ac oss Jordan, from the p2nurious lands closed to 
Jewish settlement, hordes are trickling in illegally for the 
alluring jobs. Since Arab capitalists do not employ Jewish 
labor, why should not Jewish capitalists employ it? So the 
fight is on, not against Arab labor which we are trying to 
organize but against the gentleman farmers who exploit 
Arab labor, against the Bitar, the Revisionists, who want 
Fascist solidarity with the employers, no union, no mini- 
mum wage, and above all against those false conceptions of 
politics which would keep out the persecuted and homeless 
Jews for fear of some imaginary injury to the Arabs who 
are in fact enriched and benefited by this immigration. 
Compare them with the Arabs across Jordan! A losing 
fight? It is the world fight brought home to us. It gets 
into the children’s house where there are not enough hands 
to clean up the yard and make a sand pile; into the vege- 
table garden where the weeds suck the tomatces; and into 
cur chicken-run where a hundred young chicks die for want 
of air and exercise because there is no one to make the 
fence around the run. We send everyone out to a day’s 
work in the village, everyone who can possibly go . On the 
one hand, that is the way we get cash to buy tea and sugar 
and pay interest on loans. On the other hand, we hold on 
to jcbs for Jewish labor, as if holding out against a siege, 
until the new immigration shall arrive. 

Then the Jewish National Committee, which is predomi- 
nantly Labor, makes a fine gesture, partly to fill the need 
for harvest hands, partly to impress the Government with 
our need for immigrants, It calls on the Jewish high schools 
and teachers’ seminaries to send its senior students for @ 
month to work on the land, 

Nahum gives us a talk in the dining-hall in which -he 
prepares us for the expected guests: “Thirty boys and girls 
from the Teachers’ Seminary in Jerusalem. They are our 
young b-others and sisters. Some of them may be future 
members, comrades who will be very dear to us because 
most of them are born in Palestine, and most of us come 
from Lithuania and Germany and don’t even know Hebrew 
properly. We have need for some Sabras.” 

Sabra is H2brew for cactus and is used as a metaphorical 
nickname for Jews born in Palestine. 

“This is a g-eat opportunity,” shouted Nahum, slamming 
the table to get silence, “these young people come from 
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every section of society, there may be even Revisionists, 
Bitarim, among them. Let us be careful to receive them all 
with the same friendliness. They must learn from us what 
a Kvutza is, what socialized living means.” 

Commotion after the talk: Revisionists coming to live 
with us! How can we receive our enemies in our midst? 
How can it be expected of us, when we have suffered so 
much from them so recently? 

“And they will spy on us! It isn’t fair!” 

“What can they spy? We have nothing to hide, we have 
no political secrets.” 

“Nahum is right. This is a great opportunity to win 
them.” 

Twelve tents were set up on the slope below our main 
buildings, on the side of the hill towards the vegetable 
gardens and the tree and flower nursery. The young people 
came, with a teacher, and caused subdued excitement when 
we discovered that there were four Revisionists among 
them, three boys and a girl. 

“They wear badges.” 

“They are our guests, We must be considerate especially 
of them. Not a few Revisionists have come over to the 
Labor Party from conviction. We won't convince them by 

ing them out.” 

“Our guests! Then why do they wear in our midst the 
badges of enemies? I hear that the teacher asked them 
not to wear the badges and they refused, Fine guests!” 

“They are sporting for a fight. Don’t let us give it to 
them. We still have the right to be decent and brotherly.” 

“I am sporting for a fight too.” 

“Then it’s a pity you are not a Revisionist.” 

Water sizzles a long time before it boils, and anyone 
listening can hear the noise at the bottom of the kettle. 
Zwi, in that pre-babblous state, had long nights to get his 
thoughts worked up to the boiling point, for he was night 


. watchman that week. Besides rather light jobs, he had 


long hours to himself. He passed the tent of the Revision- 
ists and heard them humming a Bitar marching song when 
thev should have been asleep. He would have stopped and 
told them to keep still but he feared to speak lest he stutter. 
The moon laughed at him silently; and far down beyond 
the gray land stretching out from our hill in fields and 
dunes, a stripe of white flame burned mockingly along the 
horizon — the reflection of the moon on the sea, One 
could touch the silence, it was so thick. Life hung like a 
mist dissolved in still air. Fragrance came from nowhere; 
a secret breeze tickled his bare legs. 

Simon had been expelled and these Revisionists were 
received as guests. In this silence, is it possible that a 
world revolution is taking place? On this hill, far away 
from any cther habitation, can the fire and blood of the 
world burn in our hearts? Zwi stood still and prayed. 

He prayed: “O Simon, why aren't you here to tell me 
what to do? I can’t talk. I can’t protest. What shall I do?” 

The white moonlight turned gray with dawn; the morn- 
ing star grew small. While the flushed moon still held 
her own, the mountains along the eastern horizon pencilled 
their blue crests against an auburn veil, Zwi, thirsty and 
weary, went to the dining hall for a drink and food before 
going to bed. 

He opened the door, and there facing him he saw the 
Revisionist badge. There, in the early light, outlined 
clearly on a brown shirt. The shirt breathed deep with 
“gg and defiance, and Zwi could not speak to it. The 

v inside it had also come for an early drink. 

Zwi rushed at the boy. Whether he shouted or not, 
whether he threw him down or only pushed him violently, 
Zwi did net know, he never knew. But he tore that badge 
and he broke it to pieces and he trampled it under foot — 
and then he went to bed. 

The four Revisionists left in a body. Insulted, indignant, 
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martyred, they went back to Jerusalem and told their leaders: 
That is how Laborites treat their guests in a Kvutza, That 
is Communism, that is Marxism, that is what a “Jewish 
Bolshevik” calls Jewish nationalism, Now we know. 

And the comrades called an indignation meeting about 
Zwi. He should not have done such a thing; he acted 
as an individual, he ought to be disciplined. We have lost 
an opportunity for proving noblesse oblige; in our name he 
has acted in a way unworthy of the comrade of a Kvuiza. 
No, said cthers, it was really very irritating. They had no 
right to flaunt their badges in our faces. The vote fell 
overwhelmingly against Zwi. The militants are noisy but 
the pacifists are many. 

Zwi was not “disciplined”. Our Committee wrote a 
letter to the principal of the Teachers’ Seminary explaining 
that though the irritant had been strong, we had not reacted 
as a group; we regretted the loss of self-control of one of 
our comrades, 

Zwi did not see the letter; neither did the Revisionist 
leaders, » 

And Zwi continues silent for fear of stuttering. The 
silence widens towards another crash. 

—Givat Brenner 
Reboboth 


LABOR FERMENT 


® by Elsie Gliick 


Livro there is no single strike of the magnitude of 
the nation-wide textile strike of 1934 on the labor 
scene, the six month period since the demise of the N. R. A. 
has been one of hopeful ferment in the labor ranks. Strikes 
of longshoremen, the carrying on of the struggle of the 
white collar workers in the retail stores and in the publish- 
ing field, protests and strikes of W. P. A. workers, and a 
threatened general strike in portions of the garment in- 
dustry all tell the tale. Of great significance, too, is the 
tide of revolt in the company unions in the kingdom of 
steel, in which the employers boasted that 90% of the 
workers were company union members. Such a record of 
strikes when eleven million are still unemployed is notable. 

Over and above the record of strikes fought and peace 
concluded in the form of collective agreements, there looms 
the question of whether the structure and methods of or- 
ganized labor can mould this ferment into lasting gains 
for the workers. This is the issue which stirred the 
A. F. of L. convention in October, and which has not 
died down with the closing of the convention, The first 
signal of the continuance of the struggle over this issue 
was the formation of the Committee on Industrial Or- 
gan‘zation, headed by Lewis of the coal miners’ union 
and including seven other international unions, all within 
the A. F. of L., and counting too a craft union, the print- 
ers, among its ranks. This move was treated by William 


_ Green and later by John Frey as a threat to unity and a por- 


tent of dual unionism within the A. F. of L. Lewis, who is 
not without a sense of the dramatic, then resigned his 
recently won post on the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L., although Dubinsky of the garment workers’ union 
who is also a member of the Council, remained at the 
post he gained in 1934. Lewis’ resignaticn was front page 
news, and the controversy over whether or not the move- 
ment headed. by him will lead to dual unionism continues 
to agitate the press. 

Actually, no similar situation has ever confronted the 
labor movement. When the A. F. of L. replaced in pres- 
tige the Knights of Labor at the turn of the century, it 
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began with craft unions which had never been part of the 
Knights, and except for a few instances—in some sections 
of the mining industry and elsewhere—its growing num- 
bes were not recruited from K. of L. members. More- 
over, contrary to popular opinion, the Knights of Labor 
was not an industrial union organization, but a One Big 
Union, which failed not so much on that account as be- 
cause of a dangercus centralization of power in the hands 
of a few men, Some portent of a struggle over the issue 
of industrial unionism arose in 1902, then, too, led by the 
coal miners’ union which refused to permit the inroads 
of craft unions in its solid industrial ranks. At that time, 
also, Samuel Gompers warned John Mitchell that his move 
was threatening craft unionism, which had proved its 
superiority over the Knights of Labor. The miners won 
their point, but they did not push the issue further for 
other industries, leaving it to Socialists within the A. F, cf L. 
whose position was weakened by their linking of the issue 
to that of independent political action. 

There are good reasons why the miners today cannot 
rest content with an industrial unionism permitted to them 
and to a few other select groups. Coal is becoming in- 
creasingly an auxiliary of the powerful anti-union steel in- 
terests, which are a controlling factor as well in the other 
basic industries. Unless steel workers are organized, the 
membership of the powerful miners’ union may find itself 
squeezed cut as was the once powerful union in steel at 
the turn of the century. Lewis and the miners cannct wait 
until the aged president of the steel union and the young 
rebels in the organization come to terms. The job must 
be done now and effectively. 


Actually, these tendencies damned as “‘splitting” by the 
conservatives may bring about a new unity in labor ranks. 
This is already apparent in the automobile industry. After 
the debacle of Roosevelt's Automoble Labor Board, a half 
dozen unions were to be found in the industry. There was 
the independent, Socialist-led Mechanics’ Educational So- 
ciety, effective and militant but including only the skilled 
workers; there were company unions, and “independent 
unions” formed by former A. F. of L. officials, and the 
A. F, of L. union, whose industrial charter had been some- 
what restricted. In some of these independent unions, the 
dire influence of the Detroit fascist priest, Father Coughlin, 
was to be felt. Recently all the groups outside the A. F. 
of L. merged and a strike was called in General Motors. 
At first there were charges of sabotage by the A. F. of L. 
union. The Committee on Industrial Organization quick- 
ly dispatched two “crack” organizers into the field and 
now the prospects for unified labor action seem on the 
upturn. The same process seems to be going on in other 
areas of industrial conflict and organization. Actually, it 
preceded the formation of the Committee, as when the 
miners’ union aided in the struggle of the 4000 Camden, 
N. J. shipyard workers. 


This need for a unified but militant labor organization 
is all the greater in the present scene. Already, as the 
new line of the Communists has tardily recognized, it is 
not Roosevelt but the anti-Roosevelt forces which are the 
fascist menace in the country, The bolting of the em- 
ployers from the recent Washington conference, the de- 
fiance of the none-too-inclusive Wagner Labor Disputes 
Bill, the killing of organizers and workers in Detroit, in 
Tampa, Florida and elsewhere, signify that the forces back 
of the strike-breaking plutocracy described in Levinson’s 
“I Break Strikes” are on the war-path. While conservative 
leaders may take this to mean that they should support 
Roosevelt, the industrial unionists are transferring their 
energies to the places from which this political menace 
springs—the economic field. 

On the political field, the labor parties are showing the 





JewisH FRONTIER 


same signs of ferment, of splits and of new unities. Un- 
doubtedly some of these are more directed toward the 
menace of war than toward the menace of fascism. The 
linking of the two by the Communists somewhat distorts 
the picture. But fascist tendencies, too, are being met by 
a new union of forces: the inclusion of all political labor 
groups in the movement to free Herndon, and a similar 
alignment in protest over the murder of a non-Communist 
organizer in Tampa, Florida. 

This last depression has witnessed many deviations from 
the generalizaticns drawn by labor historians on the basis 
of past depressicns. One of them has been the rise in the 
ranks of trade unionists. Another has been the failure of 
a tremendous upswing in the political field, in the past a 
characteristic of depressions, Undoubtedly, the many spilts 
and divisions have been one cause of this, Despite the 
short shrift given to the labor party issue at the A. F. of L. 
convention, the increasing interest in localities and states 
has continued. Not only has a Socialist administration 
been re-elected in Bridgeport, Connecticut which ten years 
ago was a fortress of anti-union and anti-Socialist forces, but 
in Reading, Pennsylvania an entire Socialist administration 
was elected. Union conventions have ratifizd the labor 
party stand, In Wisconsin, a united g-ouping of labor and 
progressive groups has been accomplished. But there is a 
danger in a too quick and too loose unification. This is 
shcwn in the sudden affection of the Communists for the 
middle-class, without any distinction as to the diverse in- 
terests of the many groups which loosely come under the 
heading of the “middle class”. Under the administration of 
a Farmer-Labor Mayor in Minneapolis, outrages were com- 
mitted against strikers. In Milwaukee, by contrast, the 
Socialist administration passed a ruling closing plants in 
times of strikes when mediation was refused and scab labor 
employed, These movements for political unity, if they are 
undiscriminating, will break, as they have in the past, 
on the rock of diverse interests. 

By and large, the movement for a labor party does not 
seem to coincide nationally with the movement for indus- 
trial unionism, although men like Gorman of the Textile 
Workers are to be found in both. This is not entirely true 
of the local movements. Indeed the prospects are for 
political victories by labor in localities and for economic 
gains nationally. 

Will these movements be dissipated with prosperity ? Un- 
fortunately the prosperity talked of in the press seems to 
be confined to the stock market and to profits. Eleven 
million still unemployed, the cutting down of relief when 
it is acknowledged that a goodly portion of these may 
never return to work because of technological changes, 
will keep the ferment at work, as will the tactics of our 
Tory and fascist groups. 





COMING in JEWISH FRONTIER: 


Theater in Palestine 
@ by Heinrich Infeld 


German-Jewish Letters 
@ by Hans Kohn 


The Curse, a story 
@ by Oskar Baum 


In the Huleh 


@ by Shlomo Hestrin 
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The Art of Mare Chagall 


N his “storm and stress” period we knew him as the 
discoverer of the Jewish town. The Jewish town still 
existed when Marc Chagall began to depict it. Not until 
later did the artist Judowin, a master of the woodcut, and 
one who is still too little known in western Europe, picture 
it in its death-spasms, a sacrifice to industrialization and 
reality. 

It still existed when Chagall began to dissect it in his 
phantasies. He drew the synagogue, the crooked wooden 
fences, the Jewish fiddler—usually playing upon a roof— 
the Jew with the bundle, striding over the housetops, and 
the church. He drew the Jewish town which was doomed 
soon to disintegrate; only the dumb animals were still pos- 
sessed of vitality—the goat, the calf, the chicken. 

Years have passed. For a long time now (since 1923) 
Chagall has been living in Paris, far from his home. Vollard, 
who discovered Cézanne, nurtures his growth, assigns him 
his tasks, and shields the ever-accumulating works. For 
him were done the etchings for La Fontaine's “Fables”, for 
him the illustrations for Gogol’s “Inspector”. For him are 
maturing in tranquility the illustrations for the Bible. 

Chagall dislikes the word “illustration”, because when he 
illustrates literature, or anything that smacks of the anecdote 
thesis, he endures torture. He expresses this dislike of 
illustrations most strongly in the Gogol series of pictures. 
They are, as a matter of fact, anything but genre pictures. 
These well-known types of Gogol’s comédie humaine do 
not attempt to call up any specific scenes from “The Ia- 
spector’’, they are simply here as authentic pieces of Russia. 

In the La Fontaine series the style of portrayal is less 
convincing, and the reason is that in having given up the 
attempt to typify animal physiognomies, the moral of the 
fable was lost. The illustrations for La Fontaine's “Fables” 
are so far removed from all we understand by French esprit, 
that the work’s rejection by many a Frenchman need not 
have astonished us. They lamented the fact that the com- 
mission was not given to a French artist. Vollard argued 
that La Fontaine got the subject matter from Aesop, who, 
as is well-known, was no Frenchman. He had been at- 
tracted, claimed Vollard, by the task of furbishing the 
Oriental treasure that rested in the lore of the Greeks. Still, 
Vollard must have overestimated the French need for the 
exotic; or it may be that Chagall depicted an Orient which 
seemed too far Europeanized. 

When Vollard drew up the plan to bring forth a French 
Bible illustrated by Chagall, the critics were silent, for 
none dared to question Chagall’s fitness for this task. This 
is recognized as his particular domain. It is very interesting 
to know that many Catholic circles consider Chagall to be 
the only forceful and truly religious painter of the present 
time. He has been summoned to decorate a church some- 
where in Belgium, I believe, but Chagall did not wish to 
undertake the commission. The fact is that certain older 
cempositions of his display something of the vigor of the 
Primitives, they have some of the apocalyptic pathos of the 
relationship between Man and Animal. They carry even 
the red-yellow-green color scheme of many an early Chris- 
tian painting. Chagall approached the work of illustrating 
the Bible unencumbered by tradition or convention. He 
wished to depend solely upon his inspiration. He studied 
the Bible, and curiously enough, the scenes which he felt 
compelled to illustrate were the very ones that have been 
pictured in the past thousand years by Jew and Christian 
alike. 

One picture-motif of his own may be considered—the 
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scene called, “Abraham, Going to Sodom.” I couldn't find 
it in the Bible. The choice may be characteristic of Chagall. 
He reads the Bible in his own way. Whether or not 
Genesis, 16, 18 and 22 really says that Abraham accom 
panied the angels part of the way to Sodom and then stood 
before God in order to intercede for Sodom, Chagall feels 
the passage to be unequivocal and obvious. He senses 
Abraham's despair encircling the city, he sees the angels 
endeavoring to reach the place. Very gently and carefully 
the angels take Abraham by the arm, this little old man in 
Polish-Jewish dress, his hands clasped together and his 
gaze, anxiously and entreatingly, directed toward heaven. 
Under the protection of their wings, the angels lzad him 
down the steep mountain side, toward the valley. 

The downward rhythm of the angels“wings is power- 
ful. The figures have the determination of Ernst Barlach’s 
creations but not their heaviness; they have the fervor of 
Meidner’s “Prophets” without having anything of their 
ecstatic convulsiveness; there emanates from this picture a 
deliberate peacefulness and something else which we never 
came across in Chagall before—an implication of deep 
sadness, We remember Chagall’s extravagant joy, the in- 
toxicating laughter of his Russian period. 

In his “Creation of Man”, the Creator flies through space, 
carrying Adam's body far to the right of him, all this 
brought into balance by a backward glance of the head, 
with the concentrated mass of wings to the left and the sun's 
rays casting a trail of light. Quite unconventional is the 
conception of a God moving through space in strides, 

Marc Chagall believes that his development, especially 
in etching, lies in his breaking away from line-structure; 
nevertheless his ‘‘Noah, Who Sent Forth the Dove’’, with- 
out disregarding line-structure or theme, is of great expres- 
sive strength and simplicity—a genuine, “old” Chagall. 

When one sees these animals with souls which Chagall 
paints, one remembers freshly the last words in the Book 
of Jonah: ‘And should not I spare Ninevah, that great 
city wherein are more than six score thousand persons that 
cannot discern between their right hand and their left 
hand; and also much cattle?” 

In a large painting, on which he worked from 1933 to 
1935, Chagall once more embraced all the motifs that have 
filled his pictures—the man with the Torah, the violin, the 
country town and the domestic animal. An angel is flying 
across the landscape (it is almost like old times, but we 
feel the emasculation that these figures have undergone. 
Not in vain did Chagall, when I asked him about it, call 
this pictu-e, “tsores’”’, hard times. He then added laugh- 
ingly, “No, let us call it: Composition.” It is an encyclo- 
paedia of Chagall’s work, and yet it leaves one with the 
impression of something fragmentary, part of a picture. 

Chagall needs walls to which to intrust his conceptions, 
walls in a Jewish atmosphere. In recent years he has ac- 
cumulated new, vivid impressions. He visited Palestine and 
brought back studies of Yemenite synagogues. These prayer- 
rooms contrast greatly with the Eastern Jewish ones which 
he has painted. They are bathed in sky-blue and enlivened 
by the deep red of carpets and Torah-curtains. Oriental 
coloring is united harmoniously with the French sense of 
mass and loose form. He was recently in Vilna and there 
he painted the chief synagogue and the chapel of the Gaon. 
These studies from life are regarded by Chagall as pre- 
liminary, for always he feels urged to go beyond the 
immediate. 

(Translated from the German by Robert S. Berger.) 
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JEWISH WRITERS OF PRAGUE 


oom the capital of Czechoslovakia, has been the 
* center of Czech and Slovakian literature since the rise 
of the Czecho-Slovakian Republic. This fact has been made 
known to the civilized world through the works of a few 
great men, of whom perhaps one need mention only Karel 
Capek, or the late lyric poet, Jiri Wolker, or Jaroslav 
Hasek, the gifted author of “The Brave Soldier Schweik.” 
A few other names are known abroad too, such as those of 
Franz Kafka, Max Brod, Franz Werfel, and Gustave Mey- 
rinck. Yet perhaps people outside of the country are 
also aware that there is a whole group of other writers, 
philosophers and poets actively at work in Prague, stimu- 
lated and influenced by the stirring, distinctive life of the 
city, which takes its color from the common life of two 
peoples, the conflict of two cultures, the Czech and the 
German. 

It may not be so widely known that a great many of 
these men are Jews. This of course does nct take from the 
importance of the role played by the non-Jewish Czech and 
German writers of Prague. Their range and meaning is 
much greater than is generally believed, as is convincingly 
proved by the glamor of their names, the already mentioned 
Capek, Wolker, Hasek and numerous others writing in 
Czech, with Meyrinck, Rilke and Leppin among the 
German group, 

The fact that the great majority of Jewish writers in 
Prague use the German language, has its origin in the po- 
litical and cultural relationships of the past century, and 
can only very gradually be changed. Notwithstanding this, 
there are a few successful Jewish writers using the Czech 
tongue. First of all must be mentioned Jaroslav Vrchlicky 
and Edmund Zeyer, writers of an earlier period, both 
half Jewish, whose works achieved recognition and were 
widely circulated among the Czech people. Then we 
must mention the very popular Vojtech Rakous, who has 
recently died. He took as his field the life of Jews in the 
Czech villages, a life which he painted in humorous tales. 

Among living writers there are: the dramatist Frantisek 
Langer, whose “Peripherie’”’ and “The Camel through the 
Needle’s Eye” have Soon very successful abroad. There is 
Otakar Fischer, the excellent lyric poet and translator; 
there is the young poet Frantisek Gottlieb, Paul Eisner, 
and others. Frantisek Langer’s brother, George Langer, has 
published poems in Hebrew as well as a very original book, 
“Eroticism in the Kabbala.” 

The roster of Prague Jews who write in German is much 
longer. Among those of an earlier generation, there were 
Fritz Mauthner and Alfred Klaar, whose works, however, 
are now for the most part forgotten. Later came Hugo 
Salus with his delicate poems, Friedrich Adler with his 
plays and translations, and Auguste Hauschner with her 
novel of a Jewish family, “The Lowositz Family.” 

The real fruition, however, did not come until our gen- 
eration. As its first representative we must name Franz 
Kafka, who passed from the scene all too soon. The 
closest companion of Max Brod, Kafka, against his own 
will was discovered as a poet by him and introduced to 
fame. He apparently published his highly personal, vision- 
ary creative work only with great unwillingness and hesita- 


@ by Otto Brod 


tion. Today he is recognized by the finest intelligences 
in all countries as a genius of the first rank. His works 
have been translated into almost every language of cultural 
importance. Their symbolic, sinister individuality, which 
lends itself to manifold interpretations, generally arouses 
the amazed admiration of the reader. 

Not only the longer works, “The Law Suit”, “The 
Castle’, and ‘America’, but the shorter, yes, even the short- 
est stories and sketches — every single thing, in fact, which 
this extraordinary man has written—pictures with incon- 
ceivable impressiveness a complete little world of the most 
intimate feelings, wishes and anxieties. 

Concerning Max Brod, because he is my brother, I will 
not say a great deal. Of his novels, “Tycho Brahe’s Path 
to God” and “Reubeni” show a deep comprehension of the 
most serious problems of Jews and of mankind, His 
theoretical work, “Heathenism, Christianity and Judaism”, 
may be considered a standard work of modern research in 
the philosophy of religion. It is due to his personal 
influence that a large number of the intellectual Jews of 
Prague embraced Zionism. At present he is working on 
the text of an adaptation of the Haggadah, an oratorio for 
which Paul Dessar in Paris is writing the music. 

Franz Werfel, who earlier in his career was especially 
esteemed as a lyric poet, has achieved great success (espe- 
cially in America) with his last novel, “The Forty Days of 
Musa Dagh”. In this magnificent represention of the 
brutal oppression of a small defenceless people, there is seen 
an analogy to the present horrible fate of the Jews in 
Germany. Werfel has just completed a Biblical ora- 
torio which Max Reinhardt will stage.* 

Oskar Baum, known for his novels of the blind, has 
written a new novel, “The People of the Deep Sleep.” The 
publication of this book, which deals with the Jewish 
race of the Khazars, will be awaited with intense interest. 

Many other Jewish poets of Prague might be mentioned 
but among those who are playing a part in the cultural 
life of Prague we have space to speak only of Ludwig 
Winder, Paul Kornfeld, Willy Haas, Hermann Grab, Heinz 
Politzer and Otto Pick. j 

Egon Irwin Kisch, the “mad reporter”, Rudolf Fuchs, 
the lyric poet, and Weisskopf, the author of ‘The Song of 
the Slaves”, are a group of Jewish authors in Prague who 
have allied themselves with the Communist movement, 

Last of all, we must include a number of writers on phil- 
osophy. There are Oskar Kraus, who with infinite labor 
is preparing Franz Brentano’s literary remains for publica- 
tion; Hugo Bergmann, who is active at the University of 
Jerusalem, and Felix Weltsch, the publisher of the excell- 
ent Jewish weekly, “Self Defence”, the author of the deeply 
penetrating philosophical work, “Grace and Freedom.” 

Robert Weltsch, editor of the Berlin “Jewish Review”, 
and Hans Kohn, the sociologist who is now lecturing in 
America, are also natives of Prague. 

All these Prague Jews, prominent and active in the fields 
of literature and philosophy, are carrying on an old tra- 
dition of Prague which can be traced back to Rabbi Low 
and to Jecheskiel Landau. 


*“The Eternal Road” will soon be presented in New Yerk. 
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ZIONIST PAMPHLET 


COOPERATIVES AND COLLECTIVES IN PAL- 
ESTINE, by Rose N, Stoloff, New York. League for Labor 
Palestine. 62 pages. 15 cents. 


_ the framework of small scale capitalist Pal- 
estine, a powerful Jewish labor organization is grow- 
ing and expanding. With time, and dependent on develop- 
ments in Europe and America, the Histadrut may yet become 
the vanguard of a cooperative commonwealth of free 
workers. The Histadrut is much more than a trade union 
movement. Its colonization work is on a par with its trade 
union activities, if actually the former does not take priority 
in importance. Its agricultural settlement work is the most 
significant, because the very existence of the Histadrut is 
pivoted upon it. This collectivism is not forced by any 
state power, but is a voluntary undertaking of free workers. 

A much-needed and long-awaited English introduction 
to this Labor work has now been supplied by Rose N. 
Stoloff in her pamphlet, Cooperatives and Collectives in 
Palestine. The pamphlet is lucidly written, the items ar- 
ranged in perfect sequence to give in few words a meaty 
exposition of the basic theory and practice of this Jewish 
collectivism. The clarity and usefulness of Miss Stoloff’s 
pamphlet are enhanced by the very clear device of asking 
concise leading questions and giving the answers, without 
making the pamphlet a catechism, without breaking the 
smooth flow of thought in the entire 62 pages. The author 
has the gift of applying her pedagogy with telling effect. 
She has also given the pamphlet a vivacious charm by using 
the fi-st person, and writing as if addressing herself to aa 
intimate group, Usually Zionist pamphleteering has been 
far from appealing and effective. This pamphlet may be 
fruitfully studied by prospective Labor Zionist pamphlet 
writers. Cooperatives and Collectives in Palestine is the 
first important study issued by the League; it is hoped that 
it will be the forerunner of a series of equal merit. 

It is to be regretted that the last item, Why Cooperative 
Experiment Develops Unhampered, was not further ex- 
panded. A more lengthy discussion is needed to understand 
the interplay of economic forces in Palestine. In this 
section, too, the analogy of a corrective N. R. A. was un- 
fortunate. The implications behind the Palestinian col- 
lectivism and the late N. R. A. are poles apart, the first 
having to do with cooperative upbuilding, the latter with 
the maintenance of a capitalist regime of scarcity. The 
term, “a healthy Jewish peasantry” on page 18 should have 
been discarded since in Palestine the objective is to create 
a nation of workers on land and in factory, not an acquisi- 
tive, exploiting or exploited peasantry. 


HISTORICAL NOVEL 
FESTIVAL AT MERON, by Harry Sackler. Covici- 
Friede, New York. $2.50. 


. gem is primarily a dramatist. He is chiefly inter- 
ested in creating characters and telling a story with 
climax and denouément. “Festival at Meron” is a dramatic, 
panoramic pageant of Jewish life in the second century. 
It is, however, a concentrated pageant. It is not diffuse, 
and does not create a feeling of fragmentary tableaux, as 
so many ordinary historical novels do. This wholeness and 
concentration is due, I believe, to the fact that this is also 
a novel with a central purpose, well worked in thought, 
permeating it from beginning to end. This basic idea is 
the conflict between the Jewish and the Roman cultures as 
personified by Rabbi Akiba and Rabbi Simeon ben Yohai 
on the one hand, and Tinieus Rufus and Marcus Aurelius 
on the other. 

The story centers around the life of Rabbi Simeon ben 
Yohai, scholar, saint and rebel. Through the detailed and 
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dramatically told history of his life we learn not only about 
the temporal existence of Jew and Roman, but also about 
the underlying philosophies of their lives. When finally 
Rabbi Simeon reaches the apex of his hoping, the abolition 
of the Edict of Extinction of Hadrian, the historical problem 
of Jew and Roman takes on modern guise. His discussion 
with the tolerant Marcus Aurelius becomes a modern ex- 
position of the Jewish problem as we understand it now. 
The crux of the problem, as Marcus Aurelius understands 
it, and to the explanation of which Rabbi Simeon agrees, 
is the Jewish feeling that it is possible to achieve things 
which transcend understanding and remain inexplicable. 
Has this not been proven during the many centuries of 
Jewish life that have elapsed since then? And when, upon 
his return from Rome, Simeon muses about his discussion 
with the pagan, humane Emperor, in which he tried to con- 
vince him that “It was futile to put that temple on the brow 
of that hill. Nothing except that which was born here, 
will ever obtain a permanent foothold on this soil. Caesarea 
will have become as much our own as Usha or Meron or— 
it will not be here at all.”, do we not ste in these words 
a reflection of the ever present problem of our own original 
culture and the assimilation of foreign cultures within it? 

Sackler has written a first-rate historical novel based upon 
a problem that is ever new, ever alive. And he has written 
it beautifully, intertwining scholarly Jewish myths and 
legends with modern technique. The book should be read 
by everyone to whom the survival of the Jews as an entity 


among nations is a vital problem. 
A, AARONI 


HEBREW ANTHOLOGY 


AN ANTHOLOGY OF MEDIAEVAL HEBREW LIT- 
ERATURE. Edited by Abraham E. Milligram. Associated 
Talmud Torahs, Philadel phia, 


o ig Neo-Thomist movement in contemporary literature 
has been duplicated in Jewish letters, in a quiet and 
little-advertised manner, through the re-discovery of Juda- 
ism by such writers as Ludwig Lewisohn, Edmund Fleg, 
Franz Werfel and Sholom Asch, The publication of “An 
Anthology of Mediaeval Hebrew Literature” by Mr. Milli- 
gram is therefore a timely occurrence. It is timely, too, for 
yet another reason. Medaeval Hebrew literature, like pres- 
ent-day writings, is largely intellectual in character. Judah 
Halevy and Ibn Gabirol, to name only two of the most 
outstanding poets of the period, wrote important philo- 
sophical verse, and deserve to be classed with the most dis- 
tinguished cerebralists in literature of all time. 

This Anthology also fills an important educational gap. 
Most books on the subject—and there are not many—either 
limit themselves to one phase or another of Hebrew lit- 
erature or else disappoint the serious student in some differ- 
ent way. J. Friedlander’s “Standard Book of Jewish Verse”, 
pretentious in its title, is totally inadequate in its presenta- 
tion of the material. Maurice Samuel's translation of Ed- 
mund Fleg’s “Jewish Anthology” is a distinguished work 
but consists of small samples sufficient to give one a taste 
but not a comprehensive understanding of the field. “An 
Anthology of Mediaeval Hebrew Literature” is the first 
successful attempt to present that subject in a systematic 
intelligent and thorough manner. The nine chapters com- 
prising the book are devoted to the poetry, philosophy, 
ethics, mysticism, law, history,, travel literature and folk 
lore of the period. They are subtsantial, well-chosen and 
with few exceptions have been faithfully rendered into 
smooth English. 

Although Mr, Milligram has designed it chiefly as a 
text-book, “An Anthology of Mediaeval Hebrew Literature” 
will prove to be of inestimable value to student and layman 
alike. MORTON DEUTSCH 
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JewisH FRONTIER 


A TERRORIST PLOT 


{ ag~s murder of Sergeant Moshe Rosenfeld on a night in 
November has aroused the population and Government 
of Palestine to a deep concern over the course of events that 

recipitated and followed the assassins’ bullets. It is clear 
2 now that the murderers of Sergeant Rosenfeld, who lured 
him to his death in the hills of Gilboa near Ain Harod, 
were not bandits but members of a political terrorist band. 
The circumstances surrounding the entire incident prove 
conclusively that we are faced not with an ordinary case of 
banditry, but with an act that may be linked with earlier 
murders of Jewish settlers as well as with a planned pro- 
gram for future violence, 


Sergeant Rosenfeld was the victim of a terrorist plot. 
That his murderers were not serious about their orange 
thievery is proven by the trail of peels they left behind to 
entice the unsuspecting guardian of the Ain Harod region. 
This interpretation is further strengthened by the fact that 
the two Arab companions of Rosenfeld were left completely 
untouched by the marauders. 

The police acted with great expediency, and within a 
few days came upon the murderers hiding in the hills near 
Jenin. In the early hours of the morning, Constable R.S.U. 
Mott, marching in advance of the police unit, was fired upon 
and mortally wounded. For two hours the police waged 
battle with the ten terrorists who had been surrounded. 
Mott died before the shooting was over; five of the Arabs 
were killed, and the remaining five were taken captive, some 
being in need of medical treatment. Rifles, machine guns, 
bombs and seven thousand rounds of ammunition were 
discovered in the terrorists’ retreat, as well as £10 notes 
which were in the pockets: of each. 

The band had been discovered by tracing the movement 
of its leader, the 65-year-old Shiekh Azadin al Khassam. 
Al Khassam is a principal of a school in Haifa and the 
leader of an Arab youth organization. He is also well con- 
nected with the Mosque. The band is said to number about 
twenty-five members, although only ten were involved. 

Among the astonishing and disquieting epilogues to the 
affair was the funeral of the terrorists which took place in 
Haifa. As though some mysterious power were operating 
behind the scenes, stirring them to activity, thousands of 
Arabs filled Nazareth Street, where the procession was to 
begin. The crowds gathered on very brief notice, for only 
the morning editions of the Arab papers on the day of the 
funeral carried any announcements. Another unusual sight 
was the large number of women that turned out, for in 
Arab funerals women are decidedly in the background. 

When the procession was about to begin, representatives 
of the Arab youth protested against the plan to transport 
the caskets of the dead to the cemetery on motor vehicles 
and insisted that all go afoot the entire distance. As the 
precession passed by the central police station, they pelted it 
with stones. Where the stones came from it still a mystery, 
as there are no stones to be found in the neighborhood. 
Police took precautions not to arouse the marchers, and no 
guard was posted in front of the building. At the cemetery, 
stone throwing was continued, and several police were 
injured. A Jewish passerby was hurt when a missile shat- 
tered the windows of a bus. Traffic was stopped by the 
police until after the rites were completed. The cemetery 
ts situated at Nesher-Yagur, a Jewish district, and the noise 
made by the Arabs was something unequaled before. 

The surviving terrorists are being treated in hospitals or 
are in jails, pending further investigation and ultimate trial. 

The Jewish population and Zionist circles cannot look 


upon these happenings as isolated events soon to be for- 
gotten. The results of the investigations thus far tend to 
raise many questions as to what may be finally revealed. 

The terrorist band—and even the British call them ter- 
rorists rather than bandits—fought a most dramatic battle, 
the equivalent of which has not been seen since the begin- 
ning of the British occupation of the country. The persons 
involved have social standing and are well-known political 
and religious figures. Further investigation will undoubtedly 
establish the connection between this band and the hands 
that spilled innocent blood on the road between Haifa and 
Yagur, and those who cold-bloodedly killed Jacobi and his 
small son at Nahalal in 1933. 

The nature of the band is unmistakable. It is called 
“Asbat el Mujahin’’ (Covenant of Fightzrs for the Holy 
Cause) whose express purpose it is to fight the Jews. Even 
the general Arab attitude throws light on the significance of 
this “Covenant”. The large funeral procession, the eulogies 
and the newspaper reports proclaiming them as national 
heroes and martyrs are unmistakable signs that we are 
facing a grave social and political problem. 

The police discharged their duty quickly and with great 
courage. They cleaned up a dangerous group responsible 
for many outrages and aiming at further violence in the 
future. It is true that the police have met the present 
situation effectively and have worked to maintain peace in 
the country. However, the question remains, how could 
this band have been organized for two whole years or more 
without being caught? Why was there no action until 
after the tragedy had taken place? We have protested for 
years against the “mysterious hand” that was behind these 
murders. The source of the weapons they used and the 
weapons in the possession of the Arabs in the funeral pro- 
cession is still unexplained. 

The greatest worry in the minds of the Jewish population, 
that has for years been working peacefully, creating a 
healthy and prosperous society, is not so much the fact that 
bandits have arisen to threaten them, but that the most 
honored and responsible part of the Arab population, the 
educated and cultured leaders should condone these acts 
of violence and shroud the dead with a cloak of martyrdom. 
The Arab press has called them “heroes of the fatherland 
who fell in battle.” The effect of such tribute will be 
strongest in its effect on the younger Arab generation. 

Under cover of night, this band stood armed to shoot a 
young Jewish worker walking with a girl companion on 
the road from Haifa to Yagur; it pounced upon a father 
and his son; it fell upon Rosenfeld, as he watched a quiet 
workers’ colony. Strong in number, armed, and shielded 
by night, the terrorists murdered a young worker, a girl, 
an innocent child, people who asked nothing but the right 
to live and work in the land they love. That these acts 
are being viewed by the Arabs as the deeds of heroes and 
saints is even more dangerous than the existence of the 
terrorist band itself. 

The police have done their duty, but the incident is far 
from closed. The band is not alone, it has ties with some- 
onz—where will the invisible ties lead us? Must we recon- 
cile ourselves to the fact that the entire Arab population is 
united in mourning these murderers? Surely intelligent 
Arabs will protest this wrong done not only to the Jews 
but to the voung Arab generation. 

Neither Palestine Jewry, the Government, nor responsible 
Arab leadership can rest until the last vestige of terrorism 
be uprooted. 

NATHAN GUTTMAN 
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JANUARY 1936... 


LEAGUE NOTES 


A JEWISH FRONTIER Anniversary Dinner will take 

place in New York on February 12. With 
Mr. Abraham Lipton as chairman of the Jewish 
Frontier Anniversary Gift Fund, $5000 is being raised 
to expand the publication. Anniversary celebrations and 
fund raising activities are being planned from coast to coast. 
.. . Six Hebrew-speaking League groups (Flatbush, Ben- 
sonhurst, Brownsville, Boro Park, Manhattan, Bronx) now 
meet fortnightly for discussion of current events and litera- 
ture... . The forum of the Hebrew-speaking units will 
take place on Sunday evening, January Sth at Hotel McAI- 
pin. Dr. Nissan Touroff will speak and a Palestinian 
musical program will follow. . . . The first of five projected 
public forums of the New York Council of the League will 
take place on January 26th. Its Zionist discussions will take 
place each last Sunday of the month and will feature Louis 
Lipsky, Rabbi Edward L, Israel, Rabbi Milton Steinberg, 
Hayim Greenberg, and others. . . . The Bronx League chap- 
ters have had a festive Hanuka sessicn and heard Boruch 
Zuckerman and Aaron Weinberg on December 26th... . 
Early in December Goldie Myerson spoke before the 
Brooklyn chapter of the League at the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center. . . . The Forum of the Amalgamated Cooperative 
House in New York heard Goldie Myerson on German- 
Jewish colonization and the work of the Histadrut. . . . 
The November open forum of the Philadelphia League was 
addressed by Maurice Samuel and in December by Rabbi 
Edward L. Israel. The Philadelphia chapter is conducting 
Hakshara courses for the local Hechalutz organization. . . . 
The annual dinner of the Professional group in Cleveland 
tock place in November, when Rabbi Wohl, National 
Chairman of the League, was present as guest speaker. 
Professor Harry Goldblatt is the newly elected President 
of the Cleveland Professional Group. . . . On her national 
tour Goldie Myerson addressed a banquet of the Gewerk- 
shaften Campaign in Pittsburgh; in Cincinnati she spoke 
before the student body of Hebrew Union College, before 
a group at the University of Cincinnati and a gathering 
of professional people. In Minneapclis she addressed two 
public meetings arranged by the League Chapter of Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul. In St. Louis, Goldie Myerson ad- 
dressed the Gewerkshaften Campaign banquet, two Temple 
sisterhocd assemblies and a round-table discussion. In Mil- 
waukee, Mrs. Myerson was present at the 30th Anniversary 
celebraticn of the Socialist-Zionist Party, as well as at five 
well-attended assemblies of professional League units, In 
Washing:on, D. C., Goldie Myerson was the guest of the 
Avukah Convention and of its mass meeting held on De- 
cember 25th. Through January, Mrs. Myerson will appear 
before League Chapters in Newark, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Washington and cities of New England. . . . Under the 
active leadership of B. Harris, S. Holland and R. K. Zetland, 
Chicago League groups are inaugurating a membership 
campaign. .. . Charles Brown, chairman of the Los Angeles 
League Groups, reports lively preparations for the Gewerk- 
shaften Campaign, Cultural work is being stimulated by 
H. Poser and Dorothy Brown, librarian of the League. 
A Los Angeles conference of all local organizations in 
behalf of the Palestine Labor Campaign will take place on 
January 26th . . . Public functions of the League also include 
those held in Pittsburgh with Rabbi Samuel Wohl, in 
Toronto with Dr. Eisendrath and Hayim Greenberg, in 
Detroit with Rabbi Feuer, in Washington with Rabbi Ed- 
ward L., Is-ael, in St. Paul and Minneapolis with Dr, M. N. 
Levine, in Camden with Professor Hayim Fineman of 
Temple University and Rabbi Milgram. 


31 





THE SCHOOL FOR ADULT 
JEWISH EDUCATION 


Courses in the Second Semester, 1936 
Social and Political Ideals of Judaism January 20, 21, 22 
3 Lectures by Professor Hans Kohn Wed. Eves., 8:20 P.M. 
Jewish Labor Movements beginning February 
8 Lectures by Dr, Elsie Gliick 13, 1936 


Thurs. Eves., 8:20 P.M. 
The Jew in the Modern World beginning February 
8 Sessions by Marvin Lowenthal 14, 1936 
Thurs. Eves., 8:20 P.M. 
beginning February 
14, 1936 
For Catalogue and special announcements 
write to the Secretary of 
THE SCHOOL FOR ADULT JEWISH EDUCATION, 
221 WEST 57th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Crises in Jewish History 
4 Lectures by Leo W. Schwarz 















MPH EBREW LEAGUE=—l 
—F O R U* M—] 
Under the Auspices of the 
LEAGUE for LABOR PALESTINE 
Six Hebrew-Speaking Groups 


presents 


DR. NISSAN TOUROFF 
TOPIC: IDEALS 
Sunday Evening, January 5, 1936 
HOTEL McALPIN 34th St. & Bway. 











— ADMISSION 25c¢ —| 
_— also Palestinian Music — 
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York Cc i 
MuUrray Hill 4-0858-9 
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announcing the 


First Anniversary Celebration and Dinner 


of 


Jewish Frontier 


Sunday, February 12th, 1936, 6:30 P. M. 


at 


COMMODORE HOTEL 
42nd St. and Lexington Avenue, New York City 


Prominent Speakers 
TICKETS: Price Two Dollars 
Obtainable by writing or phoning The Business Office 
JEWISH FRONTIER 


1225 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. MUrray Hill 4-0858-9 























SOME OF YOUR 
FRIENDS THINK 
THE WAY YOU DO 


but they may NOT be readers of 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


We will be glad to send a sample copy of Jewish FRONTIER to any three 
persons whom you suggest as possible subscribers. 
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